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now. He was well aware that the gentleman from 
jodiana, (Mr. Hannegan] who was a personal 
fiend of his, had been appointed to office by the 
President, and he believed Mr. Mann had been 
ieft out in consequence of the principle of rotation; 
hat Mr. Parks, of Maine, was, he perceived by 
this morning’s hews, a defunct Governor; and Mr. 
pearce of Rhode Island was signally defeated, and 
as he was informed, the conduct of that gentleman 
on that committee, had some weight in the election. 

Mr. LOOMIS thought the attack upon those gen- 
jemen was improper, because of their inability to 
jefend themselves, and because that every thing 
which was said here was caught up and promul- 
gated through the thousand papers of the country. 
They suffer under the attacks, and have no means 
of being heard. He should have supposed that all 
this feeling would have been smothered or forgot- 
ten before this, according to the statement of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. WISE said he intended, when he was up 
before, to de justice to the majority of the com- 
mittee, and to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Muhlenberg) especially. It might be thought 
by some that his remarks conveyed the idea that 
his friend General Campbell really resisted the ma- 
jority. That idea, however, was wrong. It was 
due to the gentleman from Pennsylvania to say, 
that he condemned the report when it was first 
presented. Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Is!and, also said 
that he did not concur in it, so that there was no 
necessity whatever for resisting the majority. When 
the report was first brought in, the minority thought 
that the majority were going to insist upon having 
it appear as it was drawn up; but it soon displayed 
itself in such a character that the majority ex- 
pressed their reprehension of it. He recollected 
most distinctly, that his friend from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Muhlenberg) —for he must still call that gen- 
ilemaa his friend, as also many of those who be- 
longed to the administration party—condemned it. 
The majority of the committee had entrusted the 
drawing up of the report to Mr. Pearce, and Mr. 
Pearce had put itinto the hands of a scullion, who 
drew it up, and, in consequence of their not having 
tme to read it, took them by surprise. But if 
Pearce’s remarks were to be taken as true, Mr. 
Mann furnished the materials for that report, and 
knew what it contained before it was read. 


Mr. LOOMIS said it was extraordinary, from 
the description of the state of good feeling whieh 
existed, according to the statement of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, that an attack shouid be 
made upon absent members at this late day. 
Those attacks should have been made when those 
gentlemen were here, the equals of the gentleman 
from Virginia; when they could have been met 
by those gentlemen face to face. Then was the 
time to make those attacks, and not now. 

Mr. LOOMIS was here interrupted by a call for 
the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG the order 
adopted for the House to meet, from and after 
Monday next, at 10 o’clock, a. m. was changed to 
Tuesday. Mr. C. gave as areason for the motion 
that, at that hour, on Monday next, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means intended to hold a 
Session, 

The motion was agreed to without a dissent- 
ing voice, 

Mr. CUSHING said, before the Speaker left the 
chair, he wished to put a question to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. At 
the close of the sitting of yesterday, that gentleman 
Was making a suggestion for more prompt action 
onthe part of the House, and Mr. C. begged to 
ask that gentleman whether he had it in contem- 
plation to endeavor to close the action of the 
Committee of the Whole on the bill to postpone 
the fourth instalment this afternoon? 


Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that that was un- 
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doubtedly his expectation, and he hoped he 
have the general concurrence of the Llouse, 

Mr. CUSHING. That would be of course fo1 
the committee to decide. But | wish further to ask 
the gentleman whether he, as representing a certain 
set of opinions in that House, intended 
off debate. (Loud cries of ‘‘order.”’) 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Certainly not on my 
yart. 

The CHAIR interposed that the conversation 
could not be permitied without the assent of the 
House. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said he 
wished to propound an inguiry to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Leave being given by the House— 

Mr. GARLAND said, in reference to what fell 
from the gentleman (Mr. Cambreleng) last eve- 
ning, he wished to :nquire whether any, and what, 
financial arrangements had been made by the 
Treasury since the passage of one of the bills in 
the Senate; by what authority they had been made, 
and whether they had been made merely from#he 
fact of that bill having been made? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to respond, but 

The CHAIR interposed, and said this discussion 
should take place only where disenssion on the bill 
Was in order. 

The House then passed to the orders of the day. 

The CHAIR laid before the House a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of the different me- 
thods adopted for the safe keeping of the public 
moneys of the United States trom the first organi- 
zation of the Government, designating the losses 
sustained, &¢c.; which, on motion of Mr. LOOMIS 
of New York, was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr 
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. CAMBRELENG, the House 

then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, Mr. HAYNES in the 

chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill to 

POSTPONE THE FOURTIL INSTALMENT WITH THE 
STATES. 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. PICKENS to strike from the bill the indefinite 
clause “till fur.her provision by law,” and insert 
“the first day of January, 1839.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would, with the perinis- 
sion of the gentleman from Maine, take that 
portunity of making a response to the 
from Louisiana. He expressed his gratification 
that the gentleman had propounded the interroga- 
tory, because it enabled Hr. C. to explain to the 
committee what he intended to have done last eve- 
ning, if he had not been stopped by the gentleman 
from Maine, (Mr. Smith) who had not, as he 
had since informed him, understood his object. 

What Mr. C. intended to refer to, was that the 
passage of the bill throngh the Senate, extending 
the time of payment of merchants’ bonds nine 
months, carrying the first payment to February 
next, and that from the merchants’ bonds not com- 
mencing to be pait till then, there was not only no 
demand at this time for ‘Treasury warrants and 
drafts, but they had falien four per cent. since the 
passage of that bill by an almost unanimous vote 
of the Senate. 

The bill the term for paying the ba- 
lances dus from the banks to four, six, and nine 
months, having also passed the Senate by, he be- 
lieved, a unanimous vote, had had another efiect 
on drafts on these corporations, which would ren- 
der even that portion of these balances unavaila- 
ble to the Treasury, upon which Calculations had 
been made to pay current expenses. As the credit 
commences from the day they refuse to pay them, 
they have every inducement not to pay, and will 
refuse to do so in all cases, where the bank desires 
to use the public money for four, six, and nine 
months. 

The consequence of these two measures having 
passed, the action of the merchants in purchasing 
these drafts, and the action of the banks in conse- 
quence of the passage of that bill, the Treasury was 
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actually deprived at once of all the funds now in 
bank throughout the United States, and deprived 
of all its resources to meet the expenditures of the 
present year. On this ground, therefore, he ap- 
pealed to the committee to say how long this Go- 
verament could be supported, depending as it now 
did on the trifling cash receipts for lands and 
revenue. 

Mr. C. added that he had been informed they 
had even been compelled to return thirty thousand 
dollars from the Treasury to the custom-house at 
Naw York, to pay debentures and current expenses. 
Under these circumstances, he thought he might 
eonfidently appeal to gentlemen on all sides of the 
House for their concurrence in a more prompt 
action upon the various bills before the House. 

Mr. SMITH, who was entitled to the floor, 
(having temporarily yielded it to Mr. Cambreléng) 
expressed his regret that his honorable colleague 
(Mr. Fairfield) yesterday, should have gone back 
to the period of the passage of the deposite act of 
1836. Now Mr. S. had contributed his humble 
share to that measure,and at no subsequent mo- 
ment had he seen occasion to regret that course. 
He asked to whom, or to what, they were now in- 
debted for not having thirty-seven millions of una- 
vailable funds, instead of nine, but to the friends 
of that measure, and to the measure itself ? 

In regard to the amendment pending, if it had 
been originally inserted in the bill from the Senate, 
he should have voted for it, but he was opposed to 
it now with the proviso, because it made a general 
recognition of the system of distribution. ‘The bill 
of the House he objected to, because it was a vir- 
tual, and in fact a positive, repeal of the 
distribution of the fourth instalment, under 
cover of a postponement. He maintained that 
the deposite act was not a contract, nor that 
it did, in any degree, partake of any of the legal 
or moral obligations of an instrument of that cha- 
racter. He assented, in part, to the cases put 
yesterday by the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. Cushman,) but supplied a defect in them, by 
putting the case of a promise of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and, between the time of promise 
and that of payment, it was found to fall short of 
the amount of the fourth payment or instalment. 
In this case there would be neither moral nor leza} 
obligation to fulfil the proposition. The law was 
passed under the supposition that there was a sur- 
plus, and the money was received under that same 
supposition, and that alone; and the moment it 
was ascertained that no surplus existed, both par- 
ties were relieved from the obligations of the law. 

He denied that the passage of the bill would be a 
breach of faith on the part of the Government; cer- 
tainly not more so than the preposition of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Bell) to withhold the 
appropriations. If the one was a breach of good 
faith, the other was equally so. In adverting to 
the argument of the gentlemen from Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, (Messrs. Biddle and Loomis,) that their 
respective States would lose so much money, 
he expressed his surprise that such an argu- 
ment, referring to pecuniary interest alone, 
should come from the sections it did. But the 
Secretary of the Treasury had himseli anticipated 
the objections on that score, But even if thoce gen- 
tlemen’s constituents could be influenced by sucha 
consideration as that, the returns of the deposite 
banks showed they were better off than they would 
be, if the distribution were made; for their deposite 
banks had at this time twenty-five per cent. more 
of the public money than the fourth instalment 
would amount to, and it would be admitted that in 
proportion as those banks possessed the public 
money, so did they extend their accommodation to 
the public. In fine, he said, that unless the bill 
went openly for arepeal, or went for a postpone- 
ment to a definite period, he should be compelled 
to vote against it. If the proviso of the Senate's 
bill were stricken out, he would vote for it, but he 
could not in the shape in which it then was. 

In referrence to the Maine election, he said th 
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result offered no exponent or indication of the will 
of the poeple on the measures of the administra- 


lien, but arose from the combination of a variety 
of sectonal and personal causes. He felt assured 
hat the confidenee and approval of the people in 
hose measures had undergone no change. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina desired, 
he said, to sa, a few words upon the particular 
measure before the House, in explaining his rea- 
sons for the vote he intended to give. He should 
yote for the amendment of his colleague, because 
it would make the measure s mewhat more ac- 
ceptable, but he should vote against the proposition 
thus amended. He had voted, with all his heart, 
tor the distribution, and his mind had undergone no 
change, nay more had been confirmed, by every 
thing that had occured since, of the wisdom of that 
One of the very best features of that 
measure he regarded to be this: that it provided 
that, should the future exigen¢ies of the Govern- 
ment require the return’of the money deposited, 
it could he made by State. taxation, instead of 
by the will of a&° majority of the Federal 
Congress, ignorant, as past experience had 
furnished a melancholy proof, of the — indi- 
vidual interesis of the States, If the case 
should be presented, he should regard himself as 
false to his principles, and elso to those peculiar 
interests he, in part, represented, if he hesitated in 
giving back not only this instalment, but even the 
interests upon it. But he did not regard this as a 
case of that kind. He had gone over carefully 
and diligently, the statements made by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, and had also made a number 
of ealewlations of his own, and all came to the same 
result. The result of that examination wis that, de- 
ducting $15,000,000, which the Secretary of the 
Treasury admiited were not needed, the gross de- 
mands upon the Treasury for the past and present 
year would be over $70,000,000. In this state- 
ment was included $37,000,000 to be distributed, 
the $16,600,000 of unexpended appropriations of 
former years, and $32,000,000 of appropriations of 
last year, making altogether $85,000,000 odd. De- 
ducting the $15,000,000 which the Secretary said 
would not be needed, there was then a clear fund 
of $64,000,000, and with the addition of the funds 
in the hands of disbursing officers, upwards of 
$69,000,000. The accruing revenue of the last 
half of the present year was assumed by the Secre- 
tary to amount to $7,000,000, but it had been de- 
monstrated to Mr. T’s entire satisfaction to be 
about $9,500,000, making about $85,000,000. 
As to to the funds m the hands of disbursing 
officers, he would ask, were they notas much 
the resources of the Government as the funds ac- 
iually in the Treasury?) They were only one step 
further towards expenditure: that was all. They 


measure, 


were still in the hands of the Government, So in 
taking the revenue of the last half year at 


seven millions, instead of nine and a half, which 
was the more correct estimate, there would be a 
surplus. Hfence, if $9,000,000 be distributed 
among the States, and $12,000,000 of Treasury 
notes, there would be upwards of $20,000,000 re- 
naining inthe Traasury, not to meetthe necessities 
and wants of the Government, but to be placed in 
the Sub-Treasuries. 

in reference to the Sub-Treasury scheme, Mr. 
T. had one insuperable objection io it, among 
others. It was, that it would put into the power 
of the Government the means, not only of coercing 
the State banks, but of bringing absolute and 
inevitable ruin upon the communities in which 
those banks were located. He contended, how- 
ever, that the condition of the Treasury was not 
such as to warrant the carrying out such a scheme. 
The States would not refuse to take the notes of 
their State banks in payment of the instalment. 
He adverted to the law itseif. It was of a charac- 
ler even stronger than a mere common en- 
actment, for it was a aw implying an obli 
gation. The effect of the bills proposed would 
be to ruin all the State banks, and he would rather 
see the whole surplus sunk in the ocean, ere he 
would inflict upon this country the calamity and 
rnin that must and would result from the coercion 
of those institutions. He regarded the bills to be 
all of the same character, part and parcel af the 
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same scheme, branches of the same system, so 
running into each other that it was impossible, 
wisely and intelligently, to look into one of them 
without cons:dering the whole. 

The policy the Government intended towards 
the banks, Mr. ‘T. designated as not only unkind 
and cruel, but ferocious. To press them at such 
a time as this would bring on general rain. To 
demand specie from them, they must necessarily 
press their own debtors for specie; and they, in 
turn, must press those owing them. Why was the 
ereat distinction made between the banks and the 
merchants? Specie was not demanded of the Jat- 
ter, nor should it be of the others, at such a period 
as fhe present. 

As to the Sub-Treasury system, [Mr. T. said,] in 
no possible form in which the ingenuity of man 
could place it—by no false or delusive name by 
which it could be called—would he ever as- 
sent to it. He had been told that it was not 
a Sub-Treasury sytem. He _ insisted that it 
was. It was the very Sub-Treasury system 
he had been taught to look upon for years 
with alarm and dismay. It was the very Sub- 
Treasury system projected by a man he understood 
was holding an appointment at Washington, and 
eho first became known to the country by the pub- 
lication of this project—he alluded to Mr. Gouge. 
It was a proposition against which Mr. T. had 
been long warring, and he saw nothing then to 
change his position. 

It was called not another experiment, but an “ex- 
pedient.” The word “experiment” had become 
odious; and he had strong reasons for believing 
that, if they were to go on much longer under the 
present order of things, they would run through the 
whole vocabulary of the English language for 
terms. However, it was a somewhat favorite sien 
of things, that the Jack Cade banner was to be ta- 
ken down, and to be substituted by the ferule of 
the schoolmaster! This at least is a good Sign, 
for that word was well chosen. The word “ expe- 
dient” meant something employed in an exigency, 
and no word in the English language could have 
been better selected for the present purpose than 
that word “ expedient.” 

Mr. T. then went into the objections to the sys- 
tem in question. The primary and main one was 
thar it put into the hands ofa Government, already 
armed with the sword, the unrestricted, free, un- 
controlled, and almost irresponsible command of 
the purse strings. The present incumbent of the 


Executive chair was not able to wield the 
sword of Achilles, and therefore he must 
have in his own hands the complete control 


of the whole revenue of the country, to be used for 
party purposes, in elections, &c. Mr. 'T. put the 
case of an approaching electiun in the city of New 
York. How easy might it be, on the eve of that 
election, to forward on three, four, or five millions 
of dollars, to be placed, perhaps, in the hands 
of a single man or institution, to be used in con- 
trolling the election. Was it wise, prudent, or 
just to throw into the way of any set of men such 
a power as this?) And what was it but giving the 
Federal Execntive unlimited power over the whole 
money of the country, and in the most objectiona- 
ble form?) Mr. T. should infinitely prefer a Go- 
vernment bank, organized as a Government bank, 
with branches in the several States. Not a Sub- 
Treasury scheme! Why it was [a Sub-Treasury sys- 
tem in its most irresponsible and most dangerous 
form. Nay, he would go further. The scheme 
was not only the embryo of a Government bank, 
but it was in itself, to all imtents and purposes, a 
Government bank of issue and deposite. Un- 
questionably of deposite, for the public funds 
had to be deposited there. Unquestionably 
of discount; for how else were their funds to 
be disposed of from one place to another? There 
would necessarily be a vast accumulation in 
the city ot New York; in another region, where 
payments were required to be made, there might be 
no funds; and how were they to be transferred? In 
wagons? No, but by bills of exchange, to be bought 
and sold, either with a profit or loss. 
This, too, would produce another evil. They 
would be destined to see acted over there again, 
claims after claims, coming inday after day, of the 





same character as the noted Pury 
which occupied half a century. 

It was also to be a bank of issue. 
rants would not only pass current {roy 
to another, but the Government itself 
to issue a currency, in the form of 
signed by the Secretary of the T: »asury as exes 

There was also another objection, not jo.” 
superable, and that was the insecurity of the a 
money. Could bond to a sufficient Wie 
given by individuals to secure the 
from loss?’ Impossible. 

Mr. T. reiterated his condemnation of wh», 
described to be an effort to enlist popul fe 
against the deposite banks for their suspension 
specie payments. They had never been ah\, , 
pay the deposite in specie, and the admins, 
knew it. =e 

They were no more able to do so when the py), 
money was first deposited with them than the 
were at the present time, and he adverted jo», 
condition of the New York banks in Proof of th; 
fact. The Secretary knew, at the time he denn. 
ted, that they could not; and yet he deposited ; . 
money with them, and continued to dos) s,. 
condition remaining the same, he all the tine ,, 
ling Congress it was safe. And, added \; _ 
they were safe, and so they still were, unless ¢. 
ety should be altogether torn up by the poo 

hey had not specie, it was true, but they had 

at which was as good. They had liens upon ; 
the property in the country. _ 

But did the Government itself pay jn specie: 
Could it pay in specie? Unquestionably. Hoy: 
Why, it possessed stock which, thrown into 1), 
European market, would procure as much specie asi 
wanted. He insisted, however, thatin refusing to pay 
specie when they did, the banks had not only acy 
honestly, but they would have acted frauduleniy 
they had not, because they would thereby have giyy 
a preference to these living near them over the dj. 
tant creditor; have prevented that general distr 
tion of what funds they had among their wh 
creditors, and would have disa'sled themselves fro 
paving a large portion of them at all. He iy 
contrasted the conduct of the French Goyernme 
during the tme of the embarrassment conseqien: 
upon John Law’s Mississippi scheme, with tha: 
the United States in the late crisis, whic 
he designated as atrocious. He also, for the same 
reason, adverted to the conduct of the British Go. 
vernment in 1797, which, on a like occasion, when 
ruin and univer al distress threatened to engulf 
the commerce and trade of that country, came {ir 
ward with the offer of a loan of several millions 
of exchequer bills to the merchants, the mere 
fer of which alone averied the impending calam- 
ty and restored confidence. 

Mr. T. then entered into a variety of statements 
support of his opposition to the recommendations o/ 
the President—the bankrupt law in particular. He 
examined the principles and effects of that law a 
England, and pronounced a similar one here, if 
adopted, to be one of the most unconsti'utonal 
and insolent assumptions of power ever sel u 
the history of this Government. He coanciu\ bi 
repeating his declaration, thai he should suppor 
Mr. Pickens’s amendment, as making the bill ies 
objectionable; but even should the amendmen! > 
engrafted on it, he should vote against the who 
proposition as delusive, not required by the state « 
the Treasury, and inexpedient. 

Mr. HALSTEAD asked the induigence of i 
committee to state a few of his reasons for opps 
ing the bill. Two of the groundson which he bas 
his opposition were, first, that the bill was wine 
cessary; and, second, that in the present slate © 
the country it was inexpedient. On what grou 
did the advocates of the bill rest their supper 
They said that there was a deficiency in the pu» 
lic Treasury. But he had been informed th 
there was a doubt on that subject; and if it show 
be shown that a doubt existed, that doubt, by ns 
belonged to the people, and not to the Gover 
ment. Admitting, for the sake of argument, ™ 
statement of the Secretary to be correct, the wht 
amount of deficit was* about nine millions “ 
dollars. 

The question then was, had not the Governine 
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available means to meet the deficiency without 

ing the law? It had been said, that there were 
ia the hands of disbursing officers five millions of 
dollars. Why not take that money? = It was also 
said that the Government owned several millions 
in United States Bank bonds. Why not resort to 
that? He would much rather resort to either of 
those than to pass the proposed bill. But there 
was another source. The President had told them 
in his Message that the last Congress had last year 
appropriated six millions more than was asked. 
Then why not resort to that in the present exigen- 
ey? ‘Thus it was evident that there were from 
eighteen to nineteen millions of dollars available 
«9 Government from these sources. The advocates 
of the bill were attempting to pass it through the 
House under false colors. The bill said that the 
instalment would-be postponed “until a further 
provision by law.” ‘There was no ground to sup- 
pose that the law would ever make that provi- 
and # was certain that it never would 


sion, . - . 
be made. He deprecated the idea of issuing 
Treasury notes, inasmuch as it would be the 


came as creating a national debt. He would, 
then, endeavor to show that the bill was unneces- 
sary and inexpedient in the present state of the 
country. It had been said that the agreement be- 
tween the Government and States was not a con- 
tract. What was a contract?) A contract was an 
agreement between two parties to do a particular 
thing. He would hold that the United States Go- 
vernment Was a corporation or party able to make 
a contract, as were also the State Governments; 
and when the latter agreed to accept what the for- 
mer offered, that amounted to a contract between 
them. The Government had been held up as the 
creditor of the States, and as possessed of the right 
to exact payment from them. But instead of 
the General Government acting the muiser, 
and demanding its “pound of flesh,” it onght 
rather to act as the parent to the child, 
or the guardian to his ward. The aim of the 
Goverument should be the benefit of the ma- 
jorty of the people. The preamble of the Con- 
stitution told them that one of the objecis of 
the Confederacy was the welfare of the people; but 
now a new reading was given to it. It was said 
that the Government had nothing to do with the peo- 
ple—it must take care of itself. When the ship 
of State was sinking, the Government took the 
long boat and left the people to perish. [Mr. H. 
then entered into astatement showing the difference 
inthe amount of discounts and circulation of the 
depos te banks between the Ist of March and the 
loth of August of the past year, to show the proba- 
ble effects of a further withdrawal of specie from 
them.}] For his part, if there was any source of 
relief he would be glad to see it, and to have an 
opportunity of drinking from the refreshing 
stream. What was the measure of relief proposed? 
It was similar to that, by which Dionysius the 
tyrant proposed to relieve the staiue of Jupiter. 
There was a robe of massive gold on the statue, 
which the tyrant took away, alleging that it was 
too cold, and substituted a garment of wool. In 
like manner had the people been fleeced of the 
golden robe of their currency, and had been given 
agarmentof rags. It had been said that the 
President would follow in the steps of his prede- 
cessor. Ifhe did so, there would be a fair prospect 
ot relief! for Andrew Jackson never fulfilled a 
‘ingle promise he had made to the people previous 
to taking possession of the Executive chair, or in 
his inaugural address. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the committee 
rise, explaining that he made the motion from the 
evidence exhibited that a number of gentlemen 
Wished to address the committee, (several gentle- 
men rose to address the Chair at the time) and it 
was obvious they couid not get through the bill that 
hight, 

The motion prevailed—ayes 90, noes 73; when 
the committee rose, and the'Chairman reported pro- 
gress, 

Mr.GARLAND of Virginia rose and stated that, 
Owing to domestic matters over which he could 
not dispense, he should be compelled to leave the 
city on Wednesday next; and in consequence of the 
peculiar position he occupied before the House and 
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the country, he was very anxious to submit his 
views before he left, and he gave notice that, on 
Monday next, he should throw himself upon the 
indulgence of the House for leave, at that time, to 
introduce the bill which he had 
some days since. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


ot given notice 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, September 25, 1837. 

Mr, McKEAN presented a memorial from Geo. 
M. Alsop, and one hundred and twenty other legal 
voters of Philadelphia; also, from Wesley Havall, 
John Burtis, and others, of Philadelphia city and 
county; also, from Benjamin J. Janey, William 
Simpson, and others, of Philadelphia city and 
county; also, from Jane Shoemaker, Sarah Burtis, 
and others, of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from citizens of Wheeling, praying the establish- 
ment of a national bank; also, one from citizens of 
Baltimore, praying the incorporation of a national 
bank, or the substitution of the United States Bank 
of Pennsylvania: referred to the Committee on 
Finance and ordered to be prinied. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of the city and county of Philade!- 
phia against the annexation of ‘Texas; which was 
ordered to Jie on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from the 
Insurance Companies of New York, Baltimore, 
and Maine, praying indemnity for loss of a vessel 
captured by a French privateer in the year 1800; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. NILES submitied the following joint reso- 
lution : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives oftie United States of Americain Congress assem- 
bled, That the two Houses ef Congress will adjourn, 
and close the present session on Monday, the 9th 
of October next. 

Mr. HUBBARD introduced a resolution that the 
meeting of the Senate from and after its passage 
should be 10 o’clock. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill imposing certain duties on public officers as 
depositories in certain cases. The question pend- 
ing being on Mr. CALHOUN'S amendment to 
separate the Goyernment from the banks. 

Mr. CLAY had waited to hear all the plans that 
could be brought forward to redress the evils under 
which welabored. He wished to learn from all quar- 
ters of the Senate, without regard to the epposition, 
the best means of alleviating the distress, and had, 
with that view, divested himself of every party te, 
of every passion or prejudice that might be supposed 
to lead him from his purpose. He was, however, 
compe.led in frankness to declare, that so far, he 
had heard nothing from one side but temporary 
expedients, and the other an aggravation of the 
ills instead of a cure. No matter from what cause 
our distresses sprang, sufficient for us was it to 
know they did exist, and under tsese circumstances, 
it was the duty of every parenta! Government to 
afford relief. If the cause of the distress was by 
the action of the Government, how much more 
necessary was it to correct, the consequences of its 
own error. In looking back, and tracing these 
evils to their true source, it was far from his wish 
to cast reproaches, or awaken animosities; under 
the extreme suffering that pervaded the land, he 
hoped that all past political sirife was forgotten. 
Five years ago we had the soundest currency in the 
world, its characier stood high in every quarter of 
the globe; it regulated foreign and demestic ex- 
change, and controlied, and kept within healthful 
bounds, the private banking institutions of the 
country. If the currency was in that high perfec- 
tion then, and now in a state of utter derangement, 
and predictions had been made as to the con- 
sequences of disturbing it, and fulfilled to the very 
letter, could any rational man doubt the causes 
of the present condition of our beloved country? 

The President, in his Message, had referred to the 
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condition of Europe, and told us that the same 
causes that produced the distress here, had opeiated 
there; this was a mosterroneous conclusion. The 
monetary system in England was sound and per- 
fect, and ever had been so. The question of char- 
tering the banking institutions of the two countries 
was a cotemporaneous one. In England, there 
was no refusal to charter; here there had been. 
There, business was active and thriving; here, eve: y 
hing was languid aad prostrate; there, the currency 
was sonnd—no suspension of specie payments; 
here it was deranged, and specie no where to be 
seen. Had the United States Bank been rechar- 
tered, these evils would not have been felt; or if 
felt in a limited degree, would soon have passed off. 

Mr. Clay read from, documents, to show that 
instead of an expansion in England, as stated in 
the Message, there had been an aciual diminution, 
and how the Message could justify itself by such 
an assertion, was to him astounding. 

The greater portion of the distress that prevailed 
in England, was owing to her connection with our 
country. England had the largest trade with us, 
and France next, and France had suffered in pro- 
portion. All the great houses that had failed in 
Europe, were more or Jess connected with Ameri- 
can trade. 

An explanation would be found for all the 
causes of our present state in the conduct of the 
General Government in refusing to recharter the 
bank. The removal of the deposites, the gold bill, 
and, last not least, the glorious Treasury circular 
so often referred to. The United States Bank 
would have acted asa_ sentinel, keeping the other 
banks in their proper spheres; but, in the present 
system, the responsibility was divided among so:ne 
°0 or 60 banks, all ignorant of each other, and of 
the means of meeting the exigences of the Trea- 
sery, and having no affinity with it. 

Mr. C. asked what was intended to be done ulti- 
mately with the deposites; it was their intention to 
remove them at some time he presumed, and then 
the consequences would have been alike injurious 
to those banks. The deposite law of 1836 took the 
surplus and placed it in the keeping of the States; 
that was calculated to check the expansion of the 
banks, to open their eyes, and arrest their ruinous 
progress. 

Mr. C. said there might be another way of 
accounting for the embarrassment; for the last four 
years our Government could not be said to be a 
free Government. Ina free Governinent, the will 
of the people controlled the Chief Magistrate; in a 
despotic one, the Chief Magistrate controlled the 
nation. He did not believe the Jackson party 
would have governed the country so badly, if it 
had been permitted to have its own way. It was 
not so much want of wisdom as want of firm- 
ness. Its fatal error had been in not listening to 
the sound dictates of its judgment, but in justifying 
all the President did. He appealed to Senators if 
such were not the fact. He did not wish them to 
make any precious confessions to him, but to 
satisfy their own consciences. He believed a 
majority of the party here were in favor of a re- 
charter of the bank; a majority of them had dis- 
countenanced the removal of the deposites and the 
Treasury circular; but the will of one man had 
controlled the party, and the consequences were 
what we now beheld them. 

He alluded to an honorable Senator whom he 
had long kocwn, he might say from his early 
youth, who had introduced the subject of the re- 
charter in the Senate and supported it with great 
ability, and, in three weeks afterwards, applauded 
and extolled the veto. Where washe now? The 
fact might speak for itself. When a man was 
found passing, as it were, a self-castigation vn his 
own acts, and extolling the conduct of the Execu- 
tive veto on those acts, filling a splendid mission 
abroad, it was only for enlightened men to pass 
upon such facts. 

Mr. C€. adverted to the plans proposed by the 
administration as fraught with the worst con- 
sequences to the people—he alluded particularly to 
the bill in relation to this district, which he called a 
bill of pains and penalties, and doubted the con- 
stitutionality of the proposed proceedings in rela- 
tion to the State banks. He maintained there wag 
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we ‘othe purposes of commerce, to allow us 
our liste betive share. He imstaneed the city of 


New York, where the business in one year alone 
was oe thousand five hundred millions of dollars. 
A friend had assured him of the operation of one 
of the banks being two millions of dollars in one 
daye It was impossible to do without the credit 
system, for the purposes of the commerce of the 
country, and the common operations of the Go- 
verniment. He maintamed that the specie circula- 
ti6i Was liable to variation as well as a mixed cur- 
rénéy. The sensation would be the same in pro- 
portion; both were governed by the commerce of 
the country, and the quantity or scarcity of itin the 
market. 

Mr. C. said he had heard it intimated that 
there would be io use in passing a bill to recharter 
au United States Bank, as the President would cer- 
tainly veto the measure. He did not believe there 
had been any Such expression of determination on 
the part of the Executive. If there had been, it 


was “prejadging the matter. He asked what 
wontd be said, if the Senate were to say 
that It would be of no use for the Executive 


to make cerfain appointments, as they would 
not be confirmed. ‘They might take his word 
for it, that if the will of the people were clearly 
jutiifested in relation to this subject, the President 
would never veto the bill. He was too good a 
democrat to divorce himself from the people, 
whatever other divorces he might contemplate. 

He argued that if this bill should be passed, the 
most disastrous consequences would ensue; that the 
deposite banks had not fulfilled the expectations of 
those who had advocated the removal of the depo- 
sites; and denied that the domestic exchanges of 
the couatry could be as well regulated by the 
State institutions as by the Bank of the United 
States, and that the “‘ experiment” was a total fail- 
ure. He next adverted to the question of currency, 
and contended that one of gold and silver only was 
not practicable, if desirable; that it was not just, if 
both desirable and practicable; that'it was not with- 
in the scope of the powers of the Government. He 
said, that ifeven none of these objections existed, 
that it would be contrary to the habits of this peo- 
ple; unjust—eminently unjust, dangerously un- 
just, in the relation which exists between man and 
man. Having made some observations in regard 
to the importance of the duties which he and other 
Senators had been convened here to discharge, he 
continued: 

Mr. President, never before have I felt myself 
placed in anatutude in which I felt such a deep 
and profound regret, as when I come to speak of 
the measures Which, it appears to me, alone can 
relieve the country. I know, sir, that partial 
friends have looked to me (probably on account of 
some instrumentality I may,}ave had in assisting 
them in former epochs of our history—in times of 
hazard and diflicuity) for some measures of relief 
—for some measures of compromise and concilia- 
tion, which shall restore to the land prosperity, and 
bring the country back to that high and palmy 
state in which it was buta short time ago. I ac- 
knowledge myself not adequate to furnish a remedy. 
I have seen this country in other trials and in other 
‘ificulties, threatening its very destruction, but for 
Which remedies were to be found. In the present 
instance, however, I see nothing but an impenetra- 
ble gloom hanging over us for the future as the 
present. I see nothing that can save the patient 
but the patient himself. He alone can administer 
to the disease, for he has the best knowledge of it, 
and has it in his power to bring himself back to 
health. Gladly would I have fulfilled those expec- 
tations which partial friends, who have too much 
overrated the humble powers I possess, have di- 
rected towards me. But there is no remedy—no 
remedy, I repeat, that I can propose, politically 
constituted as the Senate now is. it 

Mr. C. proceeded to condemn the Sub-Treasury 
scheme on the ground of its being, in his opinion, 
an “experiment” which ought not to be tried, as it 
was pregnant with evil to the country. He assert- 
ed that it was useless for him, or those with whom 
he acted on that floor, to bring forward any mea- 
sure caloulated to afford relief to the country, and 
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which they had reason to believe would not be ac- 
ceptable to those who controlled the deliberations 
of that body. He said that he felt himself com- 
pelled to declare that, after the utmost considera- 
tion he had been able to give to the state of the 
currency and the business of the country, he could 
conceive of no remedy for the existing disorders 
and evils under which we were laboring but in the 
establishment of a Bank of the United States. No, 
he could conceive of none, withont the agency— 
the instrumentality of such an institution—a Bank 
of the United States, under such restrictions as 
should have been suggested by experience; and 
especially under that restriction which he thought 
would be the most salutary of all, to guard against 
evils connected with a paper medium, and that was, 
a limitation on the powers of the bank which would 
cut off all motive for making excessive issues. He 
regarded the establishment of a Bank of the United 
States as a settled question. Hisopinion was that, 
for a great many years before, and indeed up to 
the period when the Jate bank was overthrown, a 
majority of the people were in favor of the exist- 
ence of such an institution. He believed that it 
was essential and necessary to the best interests of 
the Union. 

Mr. C. adverted to several points in the Presi- 
dent’s Message, and among others, to that in refe- 
rence to the question of “bank or no bank,” having 
been decided upon by the people. He denied this 
position, and insisted that the question had never 
been tried. It was his solemn conviction, he re- 
marked, that at no period, since 1816 to the present 
time, if the question were fairly presented to the 
people—simple, naked, and alone—there would 
have been a large majority in favor of a bank. If 
the question were tried in that quarter of the 
country from which he came, the people would be 
decidedly for having an institution of that cha- 
racter. It was indispensable to them, for the inte- 
rior States were so situated that they could not do 
withoutone. Delay, put it off from year to year, 
but come it must. 

The question of asound currency and the Union, 
in his opinion, were identical. And if a bank, in 
some form or other, should not be established, 
means, sooner or later, would be resorted to, to sup- 
ply a substitute for it. He replied to the argument 
that to establish a national bank would be to ag- 
gravate the existing distress of the country, and 
that there is not specie capital to put it in motion. 

He contended that the President was mistaken, 
and that the establishment of such an institution 
would have, at this juncture, a twofold effect: first, 
of relieving us of our foreign debt; and, second, of 
regulating the present deranged state of the cur- 
rency. His firm belief was, that if a bank were 
to be established, putting into its vaults the public 
deposites, and making its ‘notes receivable in pay- 
ment of the public dues, it would, in a short time, 
not only put the bank in operation, but would gra- 
dually drag after it all the other banks which are 
solvent. He gave it as his opinion that if Congress 
had authorized a loan to be contracted, of fifteen or 
twenty millions, redeemable in eight or ten years, 
the greater part of it would have found its way to 
England, liquidated our eommercial debts, and 
would have prevented the exportation of specie, and 
thus wonld have enabled the banks to resume. To 
obviate the objections which some entertain in re- 
gard to a Bank of the United States, an account of 
foreigners holding stock in it, and the political in- 
fluence they think the stockholders generally exer- 
cise, a provision might be inserted in the charter 
prohibiting them from voting at the elections. 

Mr. C. went into an examination of Mr. RIVES'S 
bill, and declared that he conceived it to be wholly 
insufficient to accomplish the purposes which that 
gentleman has in view. He said that he prefer- 
red the project of the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. 
Smith,) to the Sub-Treasury scheme, or the plan of 
the Senator from Virginia—not, however, as the 
best adapted to the present state of the country. He 
intended to vote for the postponment of the whole 
subject until December, though he could have 
wished that the Senator had moved the indefinite 
postponment of it. After making a few other re- 
marks in relation to the relief of the country, he 
concluded by saying: “ Sir, let me ask whether it 
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The question was then taken on the motion o 


3 ill thy 
| first Monday in December next. ; 
| Mr. BENTON asked for the yeas and nays and 
| the qnestion being taken, was decided in the Deca. 


tive—yeas 19, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken. 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, King of Georgia 
Knight, McKean, Nicholas, Prentiss, Robbin: 
Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Tipton, Wey: 
ster, White, and Williams—19. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Rp. 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Gry». 
dy, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Linn,’ Lyo, 
Morris, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rive: 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strance 
Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Wright, and Young— 
27. 

The bill to remit duties on certain goods de. 
stroved by fire in New York ; and 

The bill for the suppression of Indian hostilities: 
were taken up, read a second time, and ordered j) 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate wer 
into the consideration of Executive business : an) 
when the doors were reopened, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, September 25, 1837. 

Mr. WHILTLESEY of Ohio said, that before 
proceeding to business this morning, he wished to 
make an inquiry of the Chair in relation to provid 
ing seats for persons who had the privilege of con- 
ing on the floor of the House. He wished to know 
whether the Speaker considered that he had the 
power to provide seats for those persons. In former 
times, seats were provided for persons who were 
admitted on the floor of the House, and he thought 
it would now be treating those persons with no 
more than proper respect to provide seats for them 
in front of the Clerk’s table, or in the other vacant 
places on the floor of the Hall. 

The SPEAKER replied that the rules gave the 
general direction of the Hall to the Chair, but he 
did not know that it gave him the power to provide 
seats for privileged persons on the floor. He would, 
however, be guider! in the matter by the House, 
and if it was the pleasure of the House, the Chair 
would direct seats to be provided for Senators ani 
other privileged persons. He would take the occa 
sion to remark, however, that it had never bern 
done heretofore by order of the Chair. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said he believed that sea's 
had been provided some years ago by the afiicers 
of the House, and he thought it would be notung 
more than proper that it should be done now. li 
might perhaps not be in our power to provide seats 
for the whole of those persons, but they might be 
furnished for a portion of them. 

The SPEAKER said if it was the general 
sense of the House, he would direct seats to be 
provided. 

Mr. MERCER was understood to object, on te 
ground of the great difficulty of hearing in the hal; 
and remarked, that if persons were permitted (0 
fillup the vacant space in front of the Chair thet 
this difficulty would be increased. The convers 
tion here dropped. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by— 

Messrs. ADAMS, PH LLIPS, LINCOLN, 
BORDEN and PARMENTER, of Mass. 

{Mr. PARMENTER presented remonstrance of 
Harriet C. Kenrick and 46 others, of Newton Cet 
tre—Sally Fletcher and 50 others, of Carlisle~M« 
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C. F. Browne and 72 others, of Shirley—Sally 
y n and 64 others, of Dunstable—Melania A. 
nae and 414 others, all of the county of Mid- 
ijesex, Massachusetts—against the annexation of 
Tests | RANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. ALLEN and SLADE, of Vermont. 

(Mr. Aten, of Vermont, presented the remon- 
gente of Samuel Kingsbury, and 121 others, of 
hom 70 are legal voters, of Underhill, in the coun- 

of Chittenden, Vermont—Augustus Young, and 
2 others, cilizens of Craftsbury, county of Or- 
jeans, Vermont—Bethuel Holcomb, anc 102 others, 
inhabitants of Annsville, Oneida county, and State 
(New York—against the annexation of Texas to 
the Union. 

Sead L ERGEANT, FRY, NAYLOR, S. W. 
yorRIS, and MATTHIAS MORRIS, of Penn- 
syivania. ; ‘ 
(Mr. M. Morais presented two memorials of si- 
milar import, signed by citizens of Bucks county, 
Pennsylvania, one containing 32 names, and the 
wher 45, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the Union. ] ° 
Messrs. CRAIG and ROBERTSON, of Vir- 


ov. CHAMBERS of Kentucky. 

Mr. HEROD of Indiana. 

Mr, BUCHANAN, from the Committee of Elee- 
tions, made a detailed report on the subject of the 
Mississippi elections, accompanied with the follow- 
ing resolution: 

‘Resolved, That Samuel J. Gholson and John F. 
H. Claiborne are duly elected members of the 25th 
Congress, and as such are entitled to take their 
seats. 

The report having been read— 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved that it be made the 
order of the day for to-morrow during the morning 
hour, and printed. 

Mr. MERCER considered this question one of 
very creat importance, and one which should not 
be decided without being fully discussed. He 
therefore moved that the report be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. MAURY (a member of the Committee of 
Llections) stated that the committee were divided 
on the subject; but they deemed it unnecessary to 
present a minority report. They had determined 
io permit the majority to bring forward their re- 
port, and when the subject came up in the House, 
to move to amend it, in accordance with their 
views, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio would inquire 
whether there had ever been a report of 2 committee 
onthe subject of a contested election decided without 
going to a Committee of the Whole. He con- 
sidered that the proper course for this report to 
take, and hoped that the House would determine 
on giving it that direction, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina hoped, as 
this Was as important a question as any which 
might be brought before the present Congress, that 
it would take the usual course. It was a question 
which required very grave deliberation, and free 
and full discussion, and he therefore trusted it 
would be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. The question involved 
agrave constitutional question, and he wished to 
ve it settled, and settled after full, free and de- 
liberate discussion, which he considered it could 
not receive out of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri then rose and said 
as there appeared to be a great many empty seats 
inthe House from some cause or oilier, he would 
move a call of the House; which motion was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to call over the rol!; but 
mahy members in the mean time coming in— 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the further pro- 
ceeding under the call was dispensed with. 

Mr. HAYNES said that several gentlemen had 
expressed a belief that no question of this sort had 
ever been considered and decided before this House, 
without being previously referred either to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or a 
committee of the whole House. Now, according 
‘o his recollection, the report of the committee in 


the case of Newland and Graham, from North 


Carolina, at the first session of the last Congress, 
was considered exclusively in the House. He had 
not had time to follow that case through on the 
journal from the time it first came into the 
House; but he was very certain that the whole 
discussion upon it took place in the House, 
The journal, however, would show what course it 
had taken; but whether it had been the uniform 
practice of the House to refer subjecis of this 
kind to a committee of the whole House or not, 
the peculiar situation of the public business should, 
in his opinion, induce us not to pursue that mode. 
We have been considering for nearly a week a 
single subject, admitted on all sides to be one of 
great importance, without seeming to be any 
nearer ils termination than when we commenced. 
Therefore, even if it had been the uniform practice 
of the House to refer reports of committees on 
contested elections to a committee of the whole, 
the peculiar position in which we were placed was 
an ample justification, in his opinion, for changing 
our course of proceeding, and give this subject 
only the morning hour, without referring it to a 
committee of the whole. He was, therefore, de- 
cidedly in favor of the motion first submitted by the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Buchanan. ) 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, believed 
the gentleman was correct in saying that the case 
of Newland and Graham had been considered in 
the House, but he considered these to he subjects 
of too great importance to be disposed of in that 
way; and he wished to be allowed to say to the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Haynes] that he 
considered this subject one of infinitely more im- 
portance than any one which can be presented at 
the present session of Congress. We all know 
that subjects receive more grave, calm and delibe- 
rate consideration before the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, than when they 
were taken up and debated morning after morning, 
during the morning hour in the House. This being 
the case, it was due to the House of Representa- 
tives, it was due to the people of Mississippi, it was 
due to the nation, that this subject should be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HAYNES would merely say, in answer to 
the gentleman, if it was expected that this question 
would receive more ample discussion than what 
took place in the case of the North Carolina con- 
tested election, that he did not know that it would 
be desirable to send it to a Committee of the 
Whole. He considered that that question was as 
fully discussed as any subject need be. He was 
utterly at a loss to perceive why there should be so 
much anxiety to have this subject referred to a 
Committee of the Whole. He believed that, upon 
a reference to the history of the various contested 
elections, from the origin of the Government down 
to. the present time, it would be found that a large 
number of them had been settled without much dis- 
cussion. “He differed entirely from the gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Williams,) in giving 
more impertance to the discussien of this subject 
of the Mississippi election, than the questions whicn 
had been already referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union. He considered 
that their first duty was to do all that they could 
for the relief of the country. 

Mr. MERCER preferred sending the subject to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, because it would receive a more calm and 
full discussion than in the House, and prevent such 
scenes as were enacted in the case of the North 
Carolina contested election at the last Congress. 
He believed cases of contested elections had seldom 
been settled, without being referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. :, 

Mr. HAYNES then referred to a case of con- 
tested election from some of the districts in the 
western part of the State of New York, which 
came before the House at the first session of the 
nineteenth Congress; and was settled as soon as the 
report of the Committee of Elections came in, and 
never was committed or debated. 

Mr. GLASCOCK considered that the proper 
mode of disposing of this report, was the adoption 











of the motion submitted by the chairman of Ur 
Committee of Elections. It is well known that in 
cases of contested elections heretofore, that the par- 
lies have been present with all the testimony which 
they could collect, to lay before the House; but this 
was an exception to the general rule, there being 
no person here to contest the election; and, in his 
opinion, it could be calmly and dispassionately cou- 
sidered in the House, and disposed of without any 
of the excitement which frequently atteaded cases 
of contested elections. This was not a case where 
the opposing candidates come forward and con- 
tested the seat of those gentlemen because of illega! 
voles being given; but it was a case submitted by 
the gentlemen themselves, who lock upon it as a 
constitutional question, which they desire to have 


settled for their own satisfaction, and for the 
satistaction of the people of Mississippi. Those 


who are of opinion that these two gentlemen are 
not constitutionally elected, will have the oppor- 
tunity of laying their views before the House, and 
those who believe they are constitutionally elected, 
and entitled to their seats, can reply t0 them, and 
give their views. This can be done in the House 
calinly and dispassionately, and. then every gen- 
tleman will be prepared to form his own opinion. 
He imagined that the question now pending before 
the House during the morning hour—the inquiry 
in relation to the Florida war—would be disposed 
of on to-morrow morning; and then this question 
in relation to the Mississippi election can be taken 
up, anc be easily, fairly, and correctly disposed of 
by taking it up every morning, during the morning 
hour, until it is decided. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan) that the 
House would be better able to dispgse of this 
question after the report was printed and laid upon 
the table. Ele therefore hoped the gent!eman 
would modify his motion by moving to postpone 
the subject wnul to-morrow, or Wednesday, and 
have the report printed in the mean time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then modified his resolution 
by moving to postpone the further consideration of 
the subject unul Wednesday next, and that the re- 
port be printed. 

Mr. HARRISON ot Missouri made some re- 
marks in Opposition to committing the report to a 
Committee of the Whole, and referred the House 
to the case of Graham and Newland, as having re- 
ceived ample and satisfactory discussion in the 
House without a reference. 

Mr. GHOLSON hoped that this report might 
take such course as to ensure the action of the 
House upon it at the present session. If it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and other subjects were permitted to 
take precedence of it, it would be impos- 
sible to have it disposed of at the extra ses- 
sion; and for this reason, and this reason alone, 
he hoped the motion of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections would prevail. Under the 
circumstances of the case, h® sat here with extreme 
reluctance, and he hoped this subject would occupy 
the morning honr unul it was settled. Itsurely, in 
his opinion, would not occupy a great length of 
time to settle the question, and he hoped it would 
be disposed of as speedily as practicable, because 
at present there was but one candidate before the 
people 6f Mississippi for election at the fall elec- 
tions, and he felt authorized to say that there would 


be ao other until this question was determines by 
the House. eis 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said if the question was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole it would 
be within the power of a majority of that commit- 
tee to take it up at any time they pleased, no mat- 
ter what other business there was before it. 

The question was then put on the motion to pus!- 
pone till Weduesday, and printed, and agreed to 
without a division. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to which had been reterred se- 
veral memorials on the subjectof a national bank, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to charter a na- 
tional bank. 

Mr. C. said that this resclution was presented to 
the House, merely for its decision, without debate. 
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The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Chambers) 
had said this morning on the presentation of some 
petitions, that a dark cloud was hanging over the 
administration, and he now barely wished to tell that 
gentleman, he apprehended that the frierds of a na- 
tional bank had a dark cloud hanging over them. 

Mr. CHAMBERS said he had referred to the 
dark cloud hanging over the prospects of the ad- 
ministration in the West. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that he had re- 
ferred to the dark cloud which was hanging over 
the friends of a national bank, here and throughout 
the country. He did not, however, wish to de- 
bate fhe question, and simply called for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT said the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr, Cambreleng,) had introduced this sub- 
ject, and called upon the House to give -a silent 
vote upon it, and send it out to the people of the 
country, as the expression of opinion of the House 
of Representatives of the United States. His sen- 
timents on this subject were known to the House; 
it was known that he was in favor of a national 
bonk; and whenever the proper time arrived, he 
should give his views on the subject fully. He 
would not, however, now go into this subject. The 
Executive had interposed his veto in advance up- 
ona national bank, and there would be no op- 
portunity of bringing this question forward at pre- 
sent. He hoped no friend of a United States Bank 
would think of bringing forward a _ proposition 
for the establishment of a national bank, until 
he was certain of there being two-thirds in its 
favor in Congress. If the President of the United 
States had left the matter, as he ought to have left 
it, to the representatives of the people, and said that 
he would carry out the measures agreed upon by 
Congress, there might have been some expectation 
of carrying through’ some permanent measures of 
relief to the country. But the President had brought 
forward some little petty measures for the relief of 
the Government, and said, when you adopt these 
measures, you may go home. All the measures of 
relief were for the relief of the Government, and 
there was no relief proposed for the people or the 
country. Mr. E. concluded by moving to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and 
nays on this motion, which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 89, nays 122, as follows: 

{The yeas and nays could not be obtained for 
this night's paper. They will be given on to-morrow. |} 

Without taking the question on the adoption of 
the resolution, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
the House passed to the orders of the day; and, on 
motion of the same gentleman, then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. HAYNES in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill to 
POSTPONE THEJFOURTH INSTALMENT WITII THE 

STATES. 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. PICKENS to strike from the bill the indefinite 
clause ‘till further provision by law,” and insert 
‘the first day of January, 1839.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, gave way to 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, who addressed the 
committee at length in support of the proposition 
submitted by him some days since, (the same as 
Mr. Rives’s bill, introduced in the Senate,) 
and in a review of the Sub-Treasury scheme 
and its effects, Mr. G. entered largely into 
a defence of the State banks, and quoted the 
opinions of a number of distinguished men 
in support of them. The position he then 
occupied was the same he had occupied when he 
was first elected to the House over his able pre- 
decessor, (Mr. Gordon,) who had proposed the 
identical scheme now recommended by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. Mr. G. had not changed, 
and should maintain his position until his consti- 
quents instructed him out of it. He then went on 
to show that (he proposition he had submitted was a 
safe and practical one, republican in its principles, 
and had the sanction of the greatest minds of’ the 
country. Having addressed the House for up- 
wards of two hours, he gave notice that he should 
extend his remarks in his prepared speech; and 
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then cite in full the authorities he had barely ad- 
verted to in his remarks on the floor. 


the floor, and addressed the committee in opposi- 
tion to the bill withholding the payment of the 
fourth instalment, on the ground that it would 


Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee then obtained | 


amount to the violation of a contract. The scheme | 


proposed by the lresident of the United States and 
the Secretary of the Treasurv, he condemned in 
toto, as he also did the continuance of the State 
bank system. All the present embarrassments he 
ascribed to the conflict between the late administra- 
tion and the Bank of the United States, in the re- 
moval of the deposites, &c. and he held that the 
only cure for the existing evils would be the esta- 
blishment of another bank. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of an amend- 
ment he intended to move as a substitute for the 
bill providing that, in case the Treasury was una- 
ble to pay the fourth instalment, the deficit should 
be made up by selling the bonds taken from the 
Pennsylvama Bank of the United States for the 
stock of the late Bank of the United States. 


Mr. RARIDEN wished to give a brief statement 
of the means which induced him to refrain from 
supporting the bill. He had come te Congress with 
the firm determination of supporting the adminis- 
tratien, and he deemed it an imperative duty to ex- 
plain his motives, lest he should be charged with 
reckless opposition. Jt was with diffidence that an 
humble individual like himself ventured to differ 
from persons elevated on the pedestal of superior 
endowments; but he considered it incumbent on 
him to pursue the course he had. He did not con- 
sider the object of the bill was simply to withhold 
the fourth instalment of the satplus revenue from 
the States. This was a false view of the case. The 
practical effect of the bill would be to take from the 
States the amount in hard money to which they 
would be severally entitled under the deposite act. 
Some gentlemen havi considered the nature of the 
bill as that of a conflict between the State and Ge- 
neral Governments. For his part, he did not view 
itin that light. In acting on this subject, he consi- 
dered himself as much the agent and friend of the 
General Government as he was of the State which 
had sent him there. He could not comprehend 
how the general Government could have any 
claims or interests at variance with those of the se- 
vera! States. The General Government was the 
creature of the States; they had bestowed upon it 
all ils energies for the performance of certain pur- 
poses beneficial to the whole. Among others, the 
States had invested it with the power of levying 
taxes for the purpose of carrying out the functions 
and accomplishing the ends they had designed it to 
fulfil. ‘The case, then, stood as follows: If, from 
accidental causes, more money has been collected 
than is requisite, to whom did that money belong? 
Did it belong to the agent who had collected it, or to 
the principals from whom it had been collected ? 
He looked upon it as the common property of 
the people, and to them it should be distributed. 
At the time Congress made the deposite law, it 
considered it calculated to promote the interests an? 
industry of the country. Money was the generator 
of enterprise. | Had it remained locked up in the 
vaults of the Treasury, it would have retarded en- 
terprise, but by distributing it among the several 
States, it accelerated and stimulated that spirit, and 
ultimately caused a greater influx of wealth to the 
Government. It averted the jealousy with which 
many entertained, so long as_ the money remained 
with Government, lest the party in power should 
make it subservient to their purposes. He had 
heard it hinted that the success of a certain party 
at the elections had been much less since the pas- 
sage of that act than it had been before, but how 
true it was, he could not say. Neither cculd he 
say that hade money been placed in a national 
bank, its effects would not have been the same, 
for that institution was managed by fallible human 
nature, ever liable to err. Such a result might 
have been probable; but of that it was unneces- 
sary to speak then. He compared the situation of 
the deposite banks at the time they received the 
money, With their subsequent state, after they had 
extended their issues to such an unwarrantable ex- 
tent, and concluded by declaring it as his firm opi- 





nion, that whether the Treasury was ful! or not, j 
was expedient to pay the money due to the Stat . 
as it would do much good, and prevent much h ~ 

_Mr.CUSHING then moved that the commie, 
rise. 

Mr. RHETT expressed a hope that the eo 
would rise, and report the bill and amen 
the House. 

The CHAIR said the motion could not 
tained while an amendment was pending. 

The Committee refused to rise—ayes 92 "noes 9 

Mr. CUSHING then spoke in Opposition to the 
bill, taking the ground that the deposite act Was : 
contract, and that the law had devolved the resp, . 
sibility upon the Secretary of the Treasury. H. 
said that the Government having involved the ' 
in difficulties, he would not relieve it of responsibji. 
ty. Moreover, there were not data sufficien: ,. 
warrant the passage of this bill. Mr. C. then mene 
on to review the message of the President of the 
United States, as forming the groundwork of all 
the bills before the House, but, after speaking 
minutes, he gave way to 

Mr. MERCER, who moved that the Commits 
rise. Losteayes 69, noes 79. 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ayckrige 
Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, John Calhoon, William B’ Cay... 
bell, John Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 


Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Darlingyop 


Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, R 


Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Garland, Goode, J. Graham, Graves 
Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, ; 
Henry, Herod, Jenifer, H. Johnsos, Lincoln, A. W. Loon ‘ 
Lyon, Mallory, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, Maxwe)’ 
McKennan, Menifee, Mercer, M. Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay. 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips. Pope, Pots 
Rariden, Reed, Ridgeway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Ser 
geant, Augustine H. Shenperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Stratton 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, A. 8. White, J. Whire, Biche 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 8. Williams, Christopher H. Wy, 
liams, Wise, and Yorke—89. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronsy 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. Carter, Cayy 
Chapman, Ciaiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary’ 
Curtis, Cushman, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwanic 
Ewing. Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Gar 
land, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hay. 
mond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey 
Holt, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T Hu: 
ter, Ingham, Tkomas B. Jackson, Jahez Jackson, J seh 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jenes, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, 
J. M. Mason, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, A. McClellan, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris 
Muhlenberg, Nobie, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Rives 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Shipler, Smith, Snyder, Fouthgate, Spencer, 
Stewart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thonas 
T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and Worthingion—12, 
Mr. CUSHING then proceeded in his exami- 
nation of the Message. He insisted upon itthat 
nothing had been proven to justify the convening of 
Congress, nor to make out a case for the proposi- 
tions under consideration. According to Mr. C's 
judgment, the first thing that ought to have been 
recommended should have been a direct loan, in- 
stead of an issue in the shape of continental paper. 
On this topic, and on the causes of the present em- 
barrassment, he dwelt at some length, when he 
again gave way to 
Mr. POPE, who moved that the committee rise: 
lost—ayes 69, noes 79; and 
Mr. CUSHING concluded his remarks at half 
past seven o’clock, p. m. when 
Mr. RHETT arose, and made an earnest appeal 
io the committee to take the question on the 
amendment, so that the bill might.be reported to 
the Honse. He adverted to the extraordinary 
range the debate had taken, and thought this 
particular bill had been discussed long enough. — 
Mr. MARTIN said he had intended to submit 
some remarks to the committee upon this bill, bul 
the lateness of the hour, and the evident disposition 
of the committee to take the question, admonished 
him to refrain. He should, therefore, content 
himself then with giving notice of his intention 10 
move to strike out the proviso to the bill. 
. . } 
Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina expresse: 
his dissent to the whole bill, as well! as to the 
amendment. The bill would be a violation of ihe 
public faith of the Government of the United States, 
pledged to the individual States to pay this money 
according to the provisions of the deposite act. 
That was the ground of the first objection. 
If that objection were well founded, did not the 


amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina 
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\fr. Pickens) equally conilict a Gitte 
“amed by the opponents of the bill? The gen- 
oman proposed @ postponement of the payment 
the last instalment until the first of January, 
“39 Now Mr. W. insisted that if they could 
os ne the payment of this instalment for one 
var, they could postpone 1t indefinitely ; and they 
4 just as good a right to postpone it indefinitely, 
» for ever, aS tO the first of January, 1839. This 
ne would be a sufficient reason for Mr. W’s re- 

ving the amendment, although he must contess 
Haat, f obliged to take the original bill or the bill 
th the amendment, he would of course prefer 
oe of the hour, and the protracted 
:egssion that had already taken place, prevented 
im from giving his views at length. He, how- 
ever, protested against the passage of this bill on 
shalt ef the State he in part represeuted. He 
ow po necessity for withholding this instalment, 
‘or the allegation that the wants of the Government 

mired it had not been made out to his satisfac- 
non, Atail events, if it were SO, they might meet 
tye deficit by a greater issue of Treasury notes. If 
sey issued twelve miilons of dollars to satisfy 
merely the wants of the Government, could they 
jot issue twenty millions of doliars to comply with 
vs obligations? He would as soon withhold the 
“oooppiations for the army, the navy, or the civil 
vet “ to withhold this payment from the States. 

“Mr. FILMORE then obtained the floor, and ex- 

pressed his wish to submit some remarks, bat the 

jaieness ef the hour would prevent him. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that it was not the 
;ntenton to do more than report this bill to the 
House to-night. On to-morrow it would come up 
‘a the House, when gentlemen would have the op- 
portunity of discussing it, if they desired to do so. 

Mr. FILMORE, however, moved that the com- 
mitiee rise; but the motion was not sustained—ayes 
£7, noes 97. 

The honorable member then addressed the com- 
mittee atlength in opposition to the bill, on the 
crouad of its impairing a contract, and that the 
condition of the Treasury did® not warrant it, or 
that, if it did, means should be found, either by 
joan, or by withholding other appropriations, to 
comply with the obligations of the deposite law. 
Ava quarter to 9 o’clock, Mr. F. gave way to 

Mr. GRAVES, who moved that the committee 
rse; which motion was again lost—84 to 111. 

Mr. FILMORE resumeg, and continued his re- 
marks on the same subject, with the addiuun of a 
lengthy argument in favor of a Bank of the United 
States, till a few minutes before 10 o’clock, when— 

Mr. BRONSON obtained the floor. He said he 
was in favor of the amendment of the gentleman 
imm South Carolina, as presenting the billin a 
less objectionable shape; but he should, most assur- 
elly, protest most sincerely and heartily against 
theamendment, (notice of which had been given 
by Mr. Martin,) which went to strip the bill of 
the only palatable feature about it. 

Mr. B. was assured, from the proof adduced, 
that there was not available means in the Treasu- 
Ty to meet its liabilities. He also controverted the 
position of the payment of deposite partaking of the 
character of a contract between private individuals; 
there might be some plausibility in the argument, 
butit was not the proper and right ground to put it 
pon. 

Was there any common ground on which they 
could meet? He thought there was. That com- 
mon ground was to take the bill as it originally 
was, with the amendment of the gentlemen from 
South Carolina, but without the amendment of the 
gentleman from Alabama. Adopting this, there 
Wasa guarantee offered that no portion of the 
‘hree instalments should be called in till after the 
expiration of twelve months. The United States 
sud to the States, give up your claim for the fourth 
‘ntalment, and we will not call back any of the 
others, 

Mr. B. avowed that he could not vote for the 
original bill without Mr. Pickens’s amendment, be- 
cause it would be an indefinite postponement of 
‘he payment, and to that he could not consent. 

Mr. MARTIN was about to make an explana- 
‘on in reference to the remarks of the gentleman 
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from New York on his proposed amendment, but, 
by request, gave way to 

Mr. DAWSON, who moved that the committee 
rise—lost, 78 to 97. 

Mr. MARTIN said he should not trouble the 
committee with the remarks which he had desired 
to submit upon the bill under consideration, but 
for the denouncement as “extraordinary” by the 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Bronson.) of the 
amendment which he had given notice he would 
submit, when in order to do so, to the bill before 
the committee. He had felt it to be his duty to 
himself to present fully to his constituents his 
views, as well as the part which he should take, 
upon this measure; but from the great labor which 
the committee bad undergone, the fatigue which 
all seemed to feel, and to be borne down by, he had 
been induced, when he gave notice of the amend- 





ment which he would offer, to decline then to | 


address the committee, with the hope that some 


more auspicious occasion would be afforded him | 


of making known those views. 


That his amendment might seem extraordinary | 


to those who considered the provisions ef the act of 
June, 1636, when accepted by the States, a con- 


tract, which the Government was bound to exe- | 


cute under all circumstances, and to those, too, 
who claim as a debt due from the Government 
the amount to be deposited—as has been contended 
by many of the gentlemen who have addressed 
the committee—did net surprise him. Indeed, 
when gentlemen can contend, with this act before 
them, in defiance of its letter, that il creates an 
obligation upon this Government to each of the 
States, to pay its proportion of the surplus revenue, 
no demand that could be made by them, how- 
ever extravagant, could excite his astonishment. 
Little did those who were unacquainted with the 
course of legislation here, suspect that at any time 
after the passage of the act of 1836, and more 
especially within so short a time as this, when even 
by the terms of the act itself the time for making 
the jast of the deposites has not arrived, that any 
gentleman on this floor would have the temerity 
openly to avow that he considered even that which 
he had received a donation to his State, much less 
the claim which is here set up to the fourth instal- 
ment; and that, too, by some of those who voted 
for the act of 1836. He said it was known at 
least to the members of the Twenty-fourth Con- 
gress, and, as he believed, was understood by the 
country generally, what were the causes which 
produced the passage of that act, and the object 
intended by it. The ideaof making a donation of 
the surplus revenue to the States was not whispered 
in this hall, if secretly intended by any individual 
member; and, however some may have thought 
upon the subject, a majority of the members be- 
lieved that Congress had not the power, under the 
Yonstitution of the United States, to make such a 
disposition of it. 

Mr. M. said it had turned out in the course of 
events, of which it was unnecessary for him now 
to speak, that a large amount of revenue, over and 
above the demands of the Government, would be 
in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1837. It 
was thought to* be inexpedient that it should re- 
main there, particularly when it was considered 
that the resources of the Government would afford 
an ample fund, from time to time, to meet all its 
necessary expenditures as they should accrue, to 
permit so large a sum of money to remain on 
deposite in the deposite banks; against which, at 
that time, much complaint was made by those 
opposed to the then administration, and many 
charges of bribery and corruption uttered, and a 
fear expressed of improper interference in the 
pending election of Chief Magistrate. Many of 
the friends of the administration, looking impar- 
tially at this subject, came to the conclusion that— 
as profit might arise from the use of this money, 
which might not be needed by the Government for 
some time to come; and as, too, by withdrawing it 
from the deposite banks would at least silence the 
complaints upon that score—a circumstance at 
least desirable—it would be expedient to depo- 
site it with the States in proper proportions, 
so as to divide equally among the States 
the benefit of its use, and, at the same time, 





71 
supposing that it would afford a fund ty whieh 
we could with certainty resort in any great einer- 
geacy which might require such an amount ot 
treasure. A doubt, he said, never crossed his mind 
that it would be looked upon by the States as their 
own, or that its return would be delayed for one 
moment, after it was needed by the Governruent; 
and one of the important effects which he snpposed 
it would have upon the legislation of Congress, 
would be to provide an economical administration 
of the Government, by bringing our responsibility 
more nearly home to the people. He well knew 
that if the tariff was increased, the inquiry would 
be made by the people, why is this, when you have 
this surplus? And if the surplus with the States 
was touched, the people would scrutinize our con~ 
duct, and mark our extravagance with its merited 
rebuke. 

Mr. M. said that by recurring to the history of 
the act of 1836, it would be obvious, that the re- 
turn of these deposites was looked to by the fra- 
mers of the act; for he said, as it passed the Se- 
nate, in which it originated, it required the issu- 
ance by the States to this Government of stock 
to the amount of the money deposited, which 
it should be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to dispose of, at any time when the 
money should be necessary to meet the disburs- 
ments of the Government—a ,mode by which the 
amount could be reimbursed without delay or diffi- 
culty—that this feature was of the bil! was changed, 
not because it gave too speedy amode of obtain- 
ing the money again, but that it made the Govern- 
ment a dealer in stocks, which was thought objec- 
tionable. 

Mr. M. said the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Filmore,) had labored to prove, that by a 
proper construction of the act of 1836, it would be 
impossible to obtain a return of the deposites with- 
in a very great length of time; contending that not 
more than two hundred and forty thousand dollars 
per annum could be demanded even of the State of 
New York. To put this construction upon that 
act, Mr. M. said was to charge the last Congress 
with imbecility and gross ignorance, to which he 
could not agree. He said the return of the money 
was clearly contemplated by the act; and to sup- 
pose that so small a sum as that stated by the gen- 
tleman was the largest amount for a return of 
which any State could be called upon, could not 
be true. Mr. M. said the act limited the call of 
the Secretary to ten thousand dollars a month from 
any one State, “‘without previous notice of thirty 
days for every additional sum of twenty thousand 
dollars.” Does this provision of the bill limit this 
demand to any particular time? is it required that 
upon amy particular day, the notice shall be given, 
or is the demand of this last sum limited in any 
way whatever? Certainly not—true it is he said, 
that the sum of $20,000 could not be drawn 
under this act, without the notice of thirty days; 
but, if necessary, and the proper notice was given, 
that sum could be required upon each day, so long 
as that amount should remain upon deposite. Mr. 
M. said that the amendment which he desired to sub- 
mit was intended to leave the act of 1836 as 
it was intended to be, a deposite law; that the 
proviso to the bill under consideration, which was 
by his amendment proposed to be stricken out, 
although not expressly, will in effect, change the 
act of ’36 to that of a distribution law; for he said 
an executive officer would execute a law which it 
was made his duty to carry into effect. But when 
it was left to Congress to make a demand 
upon the States for a return of money to be levied 
directly upon the people, but little expectation 
could be indulged that they wonld do so, under 
any circumstances; but under the feeling now ma- 
nifested that anyother expectation would be more 
reasonable. 

He said that, in addition to his objection to the 
change, he had still another, and an insuperabie 
one, to this proviso. It does not speak the language 
which it should; fer if the effect which it wool 
have was actually intended, let it speak in plain 
terms, that our constituents may not be deceived in 
what we are doing here. There is a covert moce oi 
doing business here, to which he said he would never 

agree. 
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Mr. M. said, that he was not prepared to say he 
would vote against the passage of this bill, if the 
amendment which he desired should be made, should 
fail; for, from the disposition discovered | y a ma- 
jority here, not only to hold on to that which they 
have, but to get all they can, from the public Trea, 
sury, he was disposed to save as much for the Go 
vernment as he could; and to do so, it might be 
necessary to relinquish the three instalments now 
deposited, to secure the last. 

Mr. M. said that he had reluctantly detained the 
committee as long as he had done,’and should not 
trespass upon their patience longer; that they had 
endured much already, in listening to the few re- 
marks touching the measure under consideration, 
which had been made by several gentlemen, and a 
very great number of remarks upon every other 
subject that could be thought of by gentlemen upon 
this floor. He had not gone into the effects which 
this measure threatened to produce upon the legisia- 
tion here. All understand its danger, who will re- 
flect upon it for one moment. Settle this policy of 

listribution upon the country, and the rights of 
tie States will become a thing that has been, but 
which is now gone forever. 

Mr. 'TILLINGHAST spoke briefly against the 
bill, on the ground of its being a violation of a con- 
tract. : 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Chair whether the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Martin) was in order. 

The CHAIR replied that he had entertained the 
amendment, not feeling himself authorized to reject 
it, and no objection was made to entertaining it at 
the time. 

Mr. ADAMS did not consider the amendment of 
the gentleman from Alabama as an amendment to 
the amendinent of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Pickens.) He (Mr. A.) had an amend- 
ment to that amendment to submit, which, from the 
nature of it, could not be submitted in the House 
unless it was first offered in committee, which he 
should like to have the privilege of submitting. 

Mr. MARTIN then rose and stated that he did 
not consider his amendment as entirely regular, 
and as he would take the opportunity of submit- 





ting it hereafter, he, for the present, would with- 


draw it. 
Mr. ADAMS then submitted 


amendment: 

‘And all the balances of public moneys due 
from all the deposite banks are hereby appropriated 
to the said payment, and no part of them shall be 
applied to any other payment whatever; and if the 
portion of the said balances due by the said depo- 
site banks cannot be recovered in time to enable 
the Treasury to pay the whole of the said deposite 
with the States, hereby made payable on the first 
day of January, 1839, then the instalment of debt 
from the late Bank of the United States, for the 
stock in that institution held by the United States, 
payable in October, 1838, is hereby appropriated to 
make up any insufficiency of the sums recovered 
from the deposite banks to complete the said pay- 
iaent of the fonrth instalment of the deposite with 
the States; and if the said sums, so appropriated, 
should still prove insufficient to complete the said 
paymest, the faith of the United States is hereby 
pledged that provision shall be made by Congress 
to complete the same.” 


Mr. ADAMS did not wish to enter into the dis- 
cussion which had occupied so much of the time 
of the House, as to whether the deposite bill was a 
contract or not; without entering mio the question, 
whether it was technically a contract, it was clear 
to his mind that it was a promise, given by the 
Government, and accepted by the States, and 
whether that was a contract or not, he considered 
it binding upon both parties. The promise was to 
deposite a given specific sum, and that sum was to 
be divided into four parts or instalments; but the 
promise was that the whole sum was to be deposited 
with the States. As to the matter, whether a por- 
tion of this was liable to be called for, he thought 
it would not be called for, because the contingency 
had not happened, and he did not think it would 
happen, that would require a portion to be called for. 
He wok it that the promise on the part of the 


the following 
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United States must ‘be fully fulfilled, as much as if 


it were a debt. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped that the committee would 
rise, so as to give the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts the opportunity of giving his views at a more 
propitious moment than the present. He would, 
therefore, move that the committee rise, if the gen- 
tleman would give way. 

Mr. ADAMS did not ask ‘hat the committee 
should rise, as he had but a few words to say. He 
held that the United States was bound in good faith 
to perform, as far as it could, the whole of the 
promise which it had made. A state of things has 
arisen in which the nation itself is not able to per- 
form, at present, the promise it had made with re- 
spect to one fourth of the sum it had promised. 
This state of things arises from the circumstance 
of the inability of the deposite. banks to pay the 
sum due by them to the Government. Now he 
was willing to go so far asto modify this promise 
in a manner to indulge the Government of the 
United States with time—to indulge the deposite 
banks, who are unable to make the payment, with 
time; and he was willing to take the time proposed 
by the gentleman from South Carolina; but in do- 
ing that, he wished for his own part, and as a re- 
presentative of the State of Massachusetts, to be 
fully and thoroughly understood as opposing a re- 
peal of the deposite law, and that this bill should 
never be construed into a repeal of that bill, so far 
as this fourth instalment was concerned. 

It so happened that, by the statement of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, the sum to be paid was as 
nearly as possible the balance which was due from 
the deposite banks to the United States—about nine 
millions of dollars; and as he supposed a portion 
of this sum might sti!] not be obtained from some 
of those banks, in order to make assurance doubly 
sure, he had inserted a conditional appropriation of 
the instalment which will be due the Govern- 
ment from the Bank of the United States in October 
next, which will just be in time to meet this case; 
and if it should turn out that even that sum should 
not be sufficient, he proposed by his amendment to 
give a solemn pledge of the United States, that it 
will provide for the fulfilment of the promise it 
made by the deposite law. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland of Maryland had 
intended originally to have voted for the amend- 
ment of Mr. Pickens, and then for the bill, but it 
was now his intention to vote against both of them. 
His reason was this. He had originally supposed 
that the bill was designed for the relief of the Trea- 
sury, and then that it would leave a sufficient fund 
to enable that Department to go on. He should 
also vote against the bil! to authorize the issue of 
Treasury notes, because it would have the effect of 
throwing out a spurious currency; and it was his 
decided conviction that they ought to effect a loan. 
They had the constitutional right to do this. If 
the Government was bankrupt, they ought at once 
to meet that question, and not dodge it by autho- 
rizing the Secretary of the Treasury to do do what 
Mr. J. believed that officer had not the power to 
do. He(Mr. J.) was fora loan of from ten to 
twenty millions, and he would hearfily vote for it. 

One gentleman had said that if a loan was 
effected, they must necessarily increase the tariff. 
Now, although Mr. J. had no hostility to a tariff, 
yet he should be as unwilling as any other mem- 
ber, at that time, to increase it. But it did not 
follow as a matter of course, that, because they 
created a loan, they must necessarily increase the 
tariff. 

Mr. RHETT again appealed to the committee 
to take the question. He was willing to sit there 
as long as any one, but it should be borne in 
mind that they hal other duties to perform, for 
which the people had sent them there. Speak 
they must, speak as long as il was necessary to 
inform their minds upon the subject; but when 
their minds were made up, they should act. The 
Senate had disposed of this question in one morn- 
ing. We had been debating it a whole week, 
with late sessions, and had been in session twenty- 
one days, without acting on one single question on 
which they had commenced. Was this right? 


Was it not time to do something, and not be 
wasting the people’s money? 


Surely it was not 





worth while to be sitting there after every m 

. ; an’s 
mind was made up. He meant no discourtesy 
the gentleman who last addressed the Hoyse = 

5 Use, but 
even he had distinctly declared that he had Positive} 
made up his mind, and intended to yote ta, 
against the bill and the amendment. 

Mr. POPE insisted that the original bill, unie: 
amended, though not in terms, was in effect ar . 
peal of so much of the deposite law as anthorized 
the payment of the fourth instalment, a law of 4s 
solemn an engagement, in his opinion, as was ever 
passed. That the General Government was most 
solemnly bound by that act was a proposition 2 
clear to his mind as any he was ever called ypo, 
to consider. He therefore protested against the 
passage of the bill, unless the two amendments (of 
Messrs. Pickens and Adams) were engrafted Upon 
it. If they were, he was willing to go for the bil 
because it then only postponed the payment of the 
fourth instalment; without them, he could noi, be. 
canse the bill would be a virtual but covert repeal 
of a solemn act of Congress. ; 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky opposed the }jj 
and commented upon the mode in which the Recre. 
tary of the Treasury had carried out the provisions 
of the deposite law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then rose and brought to 
the notice of the House an amendment which be 
desired to offer when the proper time should arrive 
but stated that he had no prospect of getting before 
the House to-night. He deprecated the course 
pursued by the majority of sitting all night to force 
a bill through Committee of the Whole. He never 
had seen any good to result from it, and hoped it 
would not be practised at the present session, as jt 
had been at former sessions of Congress. [twas 
useless for the majority to attempt to control the 
natural course of proceeding, because when there 
were a large number of gentlemen who desired to 
speak on a measure, they would speak no matter 
what the hour was. Mr. U. then, at half past 
twelve o’clock, moved that the committee rise, and 
the question being tajen, it appeared the ayes were 
84, nees 84; the Chair voting in the negative, the 
motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. MERCER then renewed the motion that the 
committee mse, and called for tellers, when the 
vote stood—aves 90, noes 89. 

The committee then rose and reported, and the 
Speaker having resumed the Chair, 

Mr. HOWARD askedeleave «f the House to 
make a motion that the hour of meeting ef the 
House on to-day should be changed to 11 o'clock. 

Objection however being made— 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

The House adjourned at a quarter before on 
o’clock. 


S 





HovseE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sept. 23d, 1837. 

GreNnTLEMEN—Believing that the report in the 
Globe of Friday is calculated to produce an 
impression different from that which I intended to 
convey in relation to the feelings of my brother, 
(Gen. Campbell) towards the majority of the select 
committee of the last Congress, whose proceedings 
have been so often adverted to, “‘ in the debate on 
the Florida war,” I request that you will publish 
the following, which contains the substance of my 
remarks on that delicate subject: 

I expressed my conviction that General Camp- 
bell thought, and perhaps justly, that the majority 
of the committee was under the influence of strong 
party feelings, but had never, to my knowledge, 
imputed to that majority, or to an individual mem- 
ber of it, dishonorable motives—that he cherished 
no bitterness of feeling towards the majority: nay 
more—for a part of that majority, 1 was convinced 
that he entertained feelings of personal regard. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN CAMPBELL. 
Messrs. Buair and Rives. 


Hovse or Papeebenyisiv es, f 
Washington, Sept. 23, 1837. 
F. P. Brain, Esq. 


Dear Sir: The Globe of Thursday evening !as, 
in giving a sketch of my remarks on that day, 


the bill to postpone the payment of the fourth & 








stalme 


myself 
I sta 
| then 


ment P 
ry; 18. 
event- 
presen 
not bri 

I yé 
re bal 
wich 
into y' 
escape 

I he 
mista! 


Mr 
raine 
forty- 
ation 
order 

Mr 
a met 
Mass 
rance 
stroye 
Com! 
bea' 
stand. 
of a 
com 
and t 
agree 

Th 
NIL! 
Mon 
agree 

Th 
BAR 
10 0 
adop! 

Th 
ume 


taker 
in it 
folle’ 


dient 





ay a FS 


—- a eS ¢ 


ent to the States, represents me as declaring 
myself d to the bill. 

| stated in the debate, and for the reasons which 
I then gave, that I preferred tne bill with the amend- 

poning the payment to the first of Janua- 

» 1839; but I at the same time said, that, in any 
event—under the conviction which I had of the 
resent embarrassed state of the Treasury—I could 
not bring myself t9 vole against the bill. 

| yesterday morning called the attention of your 

ter to the mistake in reporting my remarks, 
which he said should be corrected; but, on looking 
into your last evening’s paper, I find the matter has 
escaped his recollection. 

[hope you will do me the favor to correct the 
mistake in your next paper. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 
HENRY A. FOSTER. 
IN SENATE, 
Tcespay, Sept. 26, 1837. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from Lo- 
raine county, Ohio, (signed by two hundred and 
forty-one ladies.) remonstrating against the annex- 
ation of Texas; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, while absent yesterday, 
a memorial was presented by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) from certain insu- 
rance offices, praying indemnity for a vessel de- 
stroyed in 1800, which had been referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. The ctaim might 
be a very just one; but as there had been an under- 
sanding that no business was to be acted on unless 
of a very urgent nature, he would move that the 
committee be discharged from the consideration, 
and the memorial be laid on the table; which was 
agreed to. 

The joint resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
NILES, fixing the adjournment of Congress on 
Monday, the 9th of October next, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

The resolation offered yesterday by Mr. HUB- 
BARD, fixing the hour of meeting of the Senate at 
10 o'clock in the morning, was taken up and 
adopted. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time and passed: 

A bill to remit duties on certain goods destroyed 
by fire in New York. 

A bill making additional appropriations for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, called up the report in relation to the peti- 
uon for a national bank; which was 
_“ Resolved, That the prayer of the respective pe- 
utions ought not to be granted.” 

Mr. CLAY did not see the utility of bringing 
forward the resolution of the Committee on Fi- 
hance; it was a simple negative proposition, and 
therefore should not be called up unless there was 
a disposition on the part of the Senate to pass an 
affirmative one. The course pursued by the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Wright) reminded 
him of a circumstance which took place a little 
before the declaration of the late war with Great 
Britain. A very extraordinary man belonging to 
the other House, now no mote, [he alluded to Mr. 
Randolph,] learnt that a message would be sent by 
Mr. Madison, then President of the United States, 
recommending a declaration of war. That gentle- 
man arose in his place, and offered a resolution 
similar to the one called up by the gentleman— 
“Resolved, That it is inexpedient to declare war 
against Great Britain.” For his part, he enter- 
tained a very different opinion from the gentleman 

relative to the expediency of granting the prayer of 
the petitioners; and he thought unless there was a 
disposition evinced to pass an affirmative proposi- 
tion, the true course would be to let the resolution 
lie on the table. Like the Irish ambassador he 
might say, “situated as the Senate then was,” 
there was not much likelihood of such a step being 
taken. If, however, the gentleman should persist 
in immediate action, he should move to add the 
follewing amendment, which was to strike out all 
after “Resolved,” and insert, “that it will be expe- 
dient to establish a Bank of the United States 
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whenever it shall be manifest that a clear majority 
of the people of the United States desire such an 
institution ;” and ask for the yeas and nays 
thereon. 

Mr. WEBSTER deemed the question one of too 
much importance to be acted on without full con- 
sideration. It was not a matter to be passed over 
lightly. There was other business under discussion 
in the Senate which could go on to completion ; 
and he would, therefore, move to postpone the sub- 
ject until Mon tay next. 

Mr. PRESTON said he wished it to be pestponed 
to a later period than Monday, if possible. He 
viewed the question as one of great moment. If 
the amendment were adopted, it would be declaring, 
in so many words, that a bank was necessary. On 


the other hand, if the report prevailed, it cut us off 


from all chance of establishing a bank. So far as 
he was concerned, he was not preparedeto say a 
Bank of the United States was inerpedient, until he 
knew that would be expedient. Betore two weeks 
had elapsed, a sta’e of things might occur which 
would induce him to vote for a United States Bank. 
He wished to know what measures the friends of 
the administration intended to bring forward for the 
relief of the people, before he gave his vote either 
for the amendment or ihe resolution. He was not 
prepared to say that he would advocate a Bank of 
the United States: such an institution might be 
dangerous ; but he very much doubted whether it 
was as dangerous as that of divorcing the Govern- 
meni from the people; and he would prefer the es- 
tablishment of a bank to.such a cold and heartless 
alternative. Before he committed himself on either 
the negative or affirmative proposition, he wished 
to know where the ship of state was to land, for 
she was evidently riding among rocks, and shoals, 
and breakers. He deeined it safest to postpone the 
measure for ten days, or until near the close of the 
session. If nothing satisfactory were then offered, 
this subject would come up for discussion. 

Mr. WEBSTER briefly replied that he had men- 
tioned an early day, because he did not wish to de- 
prive the Senate of an opportunity to discuss the 
subject. If it were postponed until Monday, and 
the Senate were not ready, it would then be further 
postponed. 

Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays. 

And the question being taken, was decided in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, 
McKean, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith of In- 
diana, Swift, and Webster—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robin- 


son, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticnt, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, 


Williams, Wright, and Young—30. 

Mr. TALLMADGE then moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out all after the word 
*“ Resolved,” and inserting: ‘* That in the opinion of 
the Senate a clear majority of the people of the 
United States are opposed to a national bank, and 
that it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the pe- 
titioners.”’ 

Mr. BENTON asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLAY asked if he were to understand by 
the amendment of the gentleman, that a majority 
of the Senate had declared that a majority of the 
people were averse to a Bank of the United States, 
and that, therefore, the prayer of the petitioners 
ought not to be granted. In that case, if he did 
not know it was out of order, he would move to 
add, ‘‘ but that, whenever it is ascertained that a 
majority of the people of the United States shall be 
in favor of a national bank, then a Bank of the 
United States ought to be established. 

Mr. PRESTON made some few further remarks 
in epposition to the measure. He thought it a par- 
liamentary trap. Tle might be opposed to a bank 
now, and before ten days take it <s a dernier re- 
sort. He desired first to know what was to be 
done before he would consent to strangle the only 
mode of relief left us in its birth. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not wish to be drawn into 
any debate upon the subject, and his only purpose 








in rising was to have the views of tke commistee 
properly understood. The Senate had referred the 
memorial of sundry persons to the Committee on 
Finance, praying the establishment of a national 
bank. The committee had discharged its duty 
faithfully; and, after a full consideration of the 
whole subject, had promptly reported “that it was 
inexpedient to grant the prayer of the respective 
petitioners.” While he was up, Mr. W. would in- 
quire of the Chair, (for he professed himself not 
well acquainted with parliamentary rules,) if it 
were in order for gentlemen to amend the report 
to suit their own views, and then for others to move 
an amendment to the amendment; 
the thing to stop? 

Mr. CALHOUN said that. the course which he 
intended to pursue was, first to vote a the 
amendment to the amendment, and, if that suc- 
ceeded, 10 vote against the amendment itsel!, so as 
to bring the question nakedly on the report 
Committee on Finance, that the prayer of the pe- 
titioners ought not to be granted. He was not pre- 
pared to say what the opinion of the people of the 
United States at this time is in relation to a bank ; 
and much less was he prepared to commit himse!t 
in favor of one in contingencies contemplated hy 
the amendment to the amendment. Where the 
Constitution or important political principles are 
involved, his only guide was his judzment and his 
conscience, and not the popular voice. 

If there was any trick or management in bring- 
ing forward the report, to entrap any Senator who 
may not have made up his opinion definitively as 
to the necessity of a bank, as my colleague sup- 
poses, he was wholly ignorant of it. He did 
know that the Committee on Uinance had reported 
until this morning, nor that it was intended to take up 
the report, tilla short time betore it was called up; but 
he did not doubt the propriety of taking the sense of 
the Senate upon the subject of the bank. ‘The me- 
morialists had petitioned to establish a national 
bank, and it was due to them, as well as to the 
country at large, that there should be an explicit 
declaration of the sense of the Senate on the sub- 
ject. He considered it, in fact, among the mea- 
sures of relief, that the sense of Congress should 
be fully known as to what ought and what ought 
not to be done; there is a vast amount of capital 
now locked up awaiting our decision, which would 
flow out, as soon as it was known, to stimulate 
business, and relieve the money pressure, at this 
important season, when the fall trade is about to 
commence. 

Mr. C. then said that his colleague had made 
some remarks which he could not pass unnoticed. 
He understood him to say that to assent to any 
important part of the Message was to support the 
whole, and that it was, in fact, to be tome a par- 
tisan of the administration. 

{Here Mr. Preston dissented, and stated that 
what he did say was, that according to his impres- 
sion, the support of the leading measure of the ad- 
ministration seemed to him, as necessarily involving 
nn entire support of the administration. ] 

Mr. C. resumed, that he was gratified to receive 
theexplanation of his colleague; and that he now 
understood him as merely stating his impression of 
what ought to be the effects of supporting any ot 
the prominent measures recommended in the Mes- 
sage. He must say that his (Mr. C’s) impression 
were wholly different. No one knew better than 
his colleague, that he never acted but in relation 
to an object, and that object usualiy one somewhat 
remote, and that he advanced towards it with a 
steady step, regardiess of the difficulties and the 
party combinations about him. He was master of 
his own move, and acknowledged connection with 
no party but the State rights party and the small 
band of nullifiers; and acted either with or against 
the administration or the national party, just as it 
was calculated to further the principles and policy 
which we of that party regarded essential to the 
liberty and institutions of the country. It was thus 
he acted in the present instance. He knew his lati- 
tude and longitude; he had not neglected his log- 
book, and had kept an exact reckoning, and knew the 
precise point where he was, and in what direction 
he was moving. The object for which he and those 
with whom he had acted had united with the nationais 
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had beenaccomplished. Executive usurpation had been 
arrested. The ‘Treasury was empty, and the ad- 
ministration had scarcely a majority in either 
House, or the Union. Butthe event which had 
separated us and the nationals, had at the same 
time put an end to the Jackson party—they had run 
out. That remarkable man had formed a personal 
party, held together by his great influence, and the 
immense patronage placed in his hands. He was 
off the now, and the gorged Treasury 
had been turned into empty boxes. The co- 
hesive principle. of his party was destroyed, 
and it had dissolved into itselements. It had 
no option but to re-unite on the old principles that 
brought it into power, and fall back on the ground 
where it 1827, and where he and his 
friends had continued to stand all along. It was 
that the meantime, the 
Government itself had been brought back by a 
series of decisive moves, almost to where it stood 
at its commencement in 1798; no bank, no tariff, 
nor almost any of those measures to which they 
were the fruitfai parent. 


stage 


tood in 


or utter destruction, In 


This was the point we 


had reached: Executive encroachments arrested 
from itsown weakness, and Legislative encroach- 
ments by the overthrow of the system waich it had 


builded up in along course of vears. Could he, 


a member of the Stete Rights party, hesitate 
what course he should pursue in so remarka- 
bie a juncture? It was clear as the noon- 
day sun. We are the sworn enemy both of 


of Executive and Legislative usurpation ; and of 
the two, more opposed, if possible, to the latter 
than the former; because, in the natnre of things, 
it must take precedence in the order of time. 
Without the Legislative, there could be no Execu- 
tive usurpation. Congress must first encroach on 
the powers of the State, before the Executive can 
be strong enough to encroach on its powers; but 
as soon. as they the benefit enures, not to 
them, but the President. Reason and experience 
both prove this. Now, sir, while the national 
party have shown themselves the foe of Executive 
encroachments, they have been, and he feared were 
still, the advocates of a liberal construction of the 
Constitution—the supporters of delegated against 
reserved powers. ‘To it, then, may be traced most 
of those acts which have gone so far to convert 
this into a consolidated Government, and to which 
they stilleling. On the contrary, a very large por- 
tron of the Jackson party, then drawn off from 
their principles, by his extraordinary intluence and 
power, su | professed, and, I doubt not, sincerely, 
the principle, notwithstanding — their 
frequent, and, he must say, great departure from 
their practice in many particulars. Now, he 
would ask, what course ought he to pursue under 
such circumstances? He, the opponent of all en- 
croachments, jrom whatever quarter, Executive or 
Legislative?) Was it for him to join the friends of 
the tariff, of a national bank, and the whole system 
of congressional! usurpation, and utterly break down 
his old allies of 1827, who had sheltered under his 
position, and thas givea complete and final victory 
to his old opponents of that period, and with it a 
permanent ascendancy to them and their principles 
ind policy, which he honesily believed could not 
iiendin consolidation, with the joss of our liberty 
nstiutions? Or rather was it not his duty, 
thinking as he did, and with the objects he had 
} long prrsuing, to prevent sucha result, and 
to eall a raily of his old allies on the ground where 
he stood, and where they did in 1827, in order to 
arrest the final triumph of the principles to which 
he and they were then both opposed? But my 
colleague seems to think that the danger of Execu- 
tive usurpation is not yet over, and that that De- 
partment 1s hol so prostrated as he (Mr. C.) 
supposed. Instead of this, he thinks they sull are 
meditating schemes of power. Be it so. He 
was not more confiding than his colleague. Expe- 
rience had taught him distrust of power; and if his 
apprehensions shoud prove correct, he stood ready 
to raliy 
nsurpaton, with all the zeal and energy which had 
ever impelled him. 
He was prepared to go much further, and hoped 
to have the aid of those with whom he so lately 
acted, to push forward and guard, by prudent and 
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Wise enactments, guided by our recent experience, 
against the recurrence hereafier of the danger of 
the encroachments of the Executive. We now 
know the great danger from that quarter, and he 
was prepared to do his duty in providing effectual 
guards. 

He saw that this was the moment to reap the 
fruit of the double victory which had been achiev- 
ed, mainly by the small party to which he beiong- 
ed, both against the encruachment of Congress on 
the rights of the States, and the President on the 
rights of Congress, and thereby place the liberty 
and institutions of the country on a durable basis, 
which he hoped to effect by uniting with the na- 
tionals in providing effectual guards against the fu- 
ture usurpations of the Executive, and his old 
friends and allies of °27, in resisting the usurpa- 
tion of Congress on the States; and as the first step 
in the discharge of this important duty, he joined 
them in epposing a bank and a reunion of the 
Government with the banking system, and was 
prepared to act throughout with them against 
Congressional encroachment in every form and 
shape. He trusted he had now defined his posi- 
tion so as to leave no possibility of mistake as to 
where he was, where he was going, and under what 
flag he sailed. In taking his course, he was nei- 
ther an administration man nor an opposition man, 
and much less any man’s man. He belonged to no 
party but the States rights, and wished to be consi- 
dered nothing more than a plain, and an honest 
nullifier. 

Mr. CLAY said that the President of the United 
States stated, in his Message, that the people, on 
two occasions, had shown their opposition to a 

Sank of the United States; and on this affirma- 
tion, he presumed, was this report rested. What 
had been the course of the Senator? Five days 
ago, he had reported a negative resolution, stating 
it to be inexpedient to grant the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. The report was laid on the table, where 
it should have slept, according to the usage of the 
Senate. Why not have let it remain there until 
some disposition was evinced by the Senate to pass 
upon it affirmatively? Not content with that, they 
seek to pass this negative resolution, with a large 
majority of the people of the United States in favor 
ofa national! bank. He trusted the Senate would 
say whether the people should have what they 
wanted or not. 

And the question being taken, was decided in the 
afiirmative—yeas 29, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lyon, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messts. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, 
Tipton, and Webster—15. 

Mr. SMiTH of Connecticut said, that as he 
should have to vote on the question, and that his 
vote might appear to be inconsistent, he felt dis- 
posed to assign his reasons for the vote he should 
«ive. ile was prepared to vote against the resolu- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Kentucky, in 
the shape in which he first presented it; but had he 
have done so, it might have been supposed that he 
was unwilling to be governed by the known voice 
of the people, and to vote in accordance with their 
wishes. In the first place, he was of opinion that a 
bank granted by the Government of the United 
States, would be unconstitutional; and until he 
should be understood upon that point, he could 
never consent to give his vote for a bank, in any 
shape, or under any circumstances. He had been 
wailing, and had expected to hear the question of 
constitutionality of the bank discussed by some of 
the learned, experienced gentlemen on this floor; 
and until he was convinced of his error by some 
areument that he had never yet heard, it was un- 
necessary for him to take into consideration the 
subject, or to say any thing upon the question of 
expediency of establishing a bank. The proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky was, not that 
we should now act in obedience to the will, and in 
accoraance with wna we consider the wishes, of 


the people on this subject, but that the 
should have another opportunity of expressing thei, 
sentiments, by leaving the question of bank or me 
bank untouched for the present, so that by again 
agitating and investigating the subject, public sen. 
timent might, at some future period, be moulded 
into, and assume a different shape, and be mora 
favorably inclined to a bank. But his Opinion 
was, that that period would never occur, and such 
an event would never happen, when a majority of 
the people would be in favor of a United Siates 
Bank. To adopt the resolution would be, jy 
effect, to undertake to express an opinion as 
to what this body would do at some futyre 
period in reference to a different state of things 
instead of adapting our action to the wants of the 
people at this time. He maintained that it was 
difficult to act upon the subject as it now stood: tha: 
we should act for the present, and not for the future. 
He had determined to vote against the Proposition 
of the Senator from Kentucky; and as this mig) 
have the appearance of giving a vote against th 
voice of the people, he was desirous of accompany. 
ing his vete with his reasons for it. He had risen 
for the purpose of giving his opinion frankly, and 
he would now state, that he was wholly and ey. 
tirely, on constitutional grounds, opposed to a Bank 
of the United States. It was his deliberate Opinion, 
too, that the people did not wanta bank. He 
would, therefore, vote against any proposition which 
stated that it now was, or would hereafter be, ex- 
pedient to establish a Bank of the United States, 

Mr. ROANE said that the moment had most 
unexpectedly arrived when he found himself con- 
strained to Say a few words to the Senate. He 
Was as yet but little acquainted with the rules oj 
that honorable body, nor was he versed in parlia- 
mentary law. The subject, as now presented to 
the Senate, was wrapped in such parliamentary in- 
volutions, that perhaps, im the voies he might give, 
he would be made to assume, in appearance, a po- 
sition which was not his own. He therefore wished 
to unfold, in the briefest possible manner, his full 
and entire opinion. 

The amendment now before us requires us to 
declare that a majority of the people of the United 
States are in favor of a Bank of the United States, 
and that, therefore, we ought to give then one. 
He, for one, declared that he knew not what were 
the opinions of the people of the United Siates on 
this subject. That body had not, in his opinion, 
that question, in any manner, before them; and i! 
they had, had not, as he conceived, the ies'imony 
to enable them to pass a solemn judgment on il. 
He did not himself believe that such is their op- 
nion—very far from it. Whenever there was a large 
majority of the people of the United States demand- 
ing a national bank, he had no doubt but that they 
would have one, but not with his consent given here 
or elsewhere: and this brings me, Mr. President, 
to declare, that as long as I occupy a seat on this 
floor, I shall never acknowledge but two criteria 
by which my votes are to be controlled. The one 
is the will—the known, ascertained wil!—of a 


People 


majority of those who sent me _ here—-my 
constituents. The other, the dictates of my) 
own conscience. The opimen, then, of th 


majority—nay, of all the people of the United 
States, and of all the Senators on this floor— 
would not control him, as long as his constilu- 
ents were opposed to a bank. In order that 
he might not, by possibility, be misunderstood by 
any of the vutes he might give on the amend- 
ments now offered—lest he may fall into some 
of the ‘traps’ which had been spoken of, if indeed 
any have been set—he would take occasion to go 
further, and declare that if, instead of being a mem- 
ber of the Senate of the United States, administering 
and construing our present Constitution, he was a 
member of a convention of the people of the United 
States, to remodel their present, or form a new 
Constitution, he would with manly firmness resist 
a bank, as composing one of its features. No, sir, 
never, with my consent, shall a power so potent, 
either for good er evil, constitute a feature in the 
Republic under which I live, 

Mr. President, if there are any parliamentary 
“ traps” set—if there is any unfairness going on, I 
know nothing of it. What is the state of the case? 
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Ata very early period of the present session of Con- 
ress, petitions coming from large commercial cities, 
e merously signed, and from Chambers of Com- 
seats as they are termed, were presented to the 
Senate, praying the establishment by Congress of a 
United States Bank. These petitions were referred 
o the Committee on Finance, who have reported to 
this their constituent body their opinion, that “ the 
rayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted.” 
He had had some little experience in legislation, 
and he must declare, that he could net conceive 
what less the committee could have done, such 
peing their opinion; and that if there was any “trap 
gt.” he could not see it in their report. He 
wished, himself, no amendment to that report; he 
knew of none that he would agree to, unless it 
was toinsertin it the word “ unconstitutional,” for 
he most candidly and emphatically declared it to 
be his wish to shove away—to put out of sight, and 
ont of hope, that “ plank”—that rotten plank, as he 
thought it—which it Was so much desired should be 
kept floating about in this chamber. He for one 
was ready and willing boldly to swim his course 
‘ough the sea of troubles in which we are, and 
firmly to grasp the solid rock of the Constitution. 
Mr. ALLEN said, I understand the question be- 
fore the Senate to be on the adoption of the amend- 
ment submitted by the Senator from Kentucky, 
\Mr. Ciay.] 1 shall not interpose, in any manner, 
to reconcile or to sharpen the conflict of opinion 
between the two Senators from South Carolina. 
Nor shall I pursue the course which the Senator who 
sits immediately in front me (Mr. Preston] has 
deemed it his duty to adopt, by diverging so far 
from the subject of the pending discussion, in search 
of topics not very obviously connected with it. 
Itis my purpose to give, with promptitude and 
brevity, the general reasons which urge my mind 
ty a cone'usion against the amendment. This 
amendment is objectionable, as involving a bare 
abstraction, and an abstraction, too, which relates 
not towhat should be the present, but to what 
ought to be the future action of Congress, upon the 
occurrence of a remote contingency. The discus- 
sion of such a question is not among the objects 
for which we are assembled, nor is it required by 
the necessities of the occasion, or justified by the 
theory or the practice of the Government. It is 
our business to legislate for the future, but not to 
prescribe what future legislation shall be. 

But, sir, the broad objection to this amendment 
is, that it asserts a principle destructive of the very 
existence of this body, absolutely revolutionary in 
its character, and tending directly to a subversion 
of the forms of our Government. What is it? It 
is a proposition which requires this Senate, the re- 
presentative of the federative principle of our Con- 
stitution, to affirm, in advance, that whenever a 
majority of the people of the United States, told by 
the head, shall manifest their pleasure favorably to 
a particular measure, that measure ought for that 
reason alone to become a law. Thus, by this 
amendment, the States are treated as things that 
have ceased to exist, the whole people as being 
consolidated into one nation, and this body, in 
which States are represented as subsisting inde- 
pendent sovereignties, is required to proclaim its 
own dissolution. The establishment of this prin- 
ciple by the Senate, would be the act of a 
suicide, lifting the knife to his own throat. It 
would be the Senate annihilating the Senate—the 
representatives of the States abolishing the States 
themselves. Why have the States, regardless of 
their size or numerical strength, an equal represen- 
tation upon this floor? It is because, as distinct 
communities, the Constitutional compact has armed 
the smaller with this check, in order to guard their 
corporate independence against anticipated dangers 
from the superior power of the larger. It is not 
men alone, but men and States combined, in the 
representation of the two Houses of Congress,that 
are authorized to give law tothe land. But this 
amendment proposes to dissolve this combination, 
to fuse the two Houses into one, to make the ac- 
tion of the Senate dependent upon that of the 
House of Representatives, and to subject the small 
States, to the doubtful justice or generosity of the 
larger. Before this amendment is passed, its very 
principle requires that all the States should have 
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@ representation upon this floor proportionate 
their relative population, as in the other branch, 
because the principle of the amendment is based 
upon men alone, and not upon men and Stat®s 
combined. 

It will doubtless happen again, as it frequently 
has happened, that a majority of the people, as 
represented in the other House, wil! be favorable 
to a particular measure, whilst a majority of the 
States, as represented here, will be hostile to it. 
Shall such a measure become a law? Shall I be 
expected to vote for such a bill because a majority 
of the people of the Union may be in favor of it, 
whilst not only a majority of the States, (Ohio 


‘among them,) but every man within her limits, 


may be opposed to it?) Most certainly not; and if 
not, shall [ pledge myself to do so in advance? It 
cannot be expected; and if so, how can I vote for 
this amendment? No, sir: I cannot and will not 
vote for a proposition which proposes at the very 
outset, as the first of its effects, to annihilate the 
very body that adopts it, to violate the constitu- 
tional compact of compromises between the States, 
and to subvert, in the end, the liberties of the 
country. 

But again, sir, the amendment of the Senajor 
from Kentucky is, as a matter of fact, vague and 
indefinite. It proposes, in a particular event, the 
establishment of a national bank. But what kind 
of bank is this to be, for which we are now to vcte 
in anticipation? Is it to be established in, and con- 
fined to, the District of Columbia, and therefore a 
creation within the constitutional competency of 
Congress? or is it to be a bank stationed at any 
other point, with power to obtrude its branches 
within the jurisdiction of the States, with or with- 
out their consent? If it is to be of either descrip- 
tion, but particularly of the latter, had you not bet- 
ter consult the States here represented in the Senate 
in the creation of such a bank?) And if so, if you 
are to consult them, how can you pass this amend- 
ment, which overlooks the States altogether? 

Sir, whatever may be the will of a majority of 
the people of the Union—whatever may be the 
wishes of her sister States—Ohio will expect to be 
consulted before another attempt is made to thrust 
within her limits the branch of another national 
bank. She has not forgotten—she will never for- 
get—that on a former occasion a thorn from a kin- 
dred tree was planted in her flesh. Yes, sir,. and 
kept there, too, in contempt of her sovereignty, of 
her people, and of her law! 

There is yet. sir, a further objection to this 
amendment. If passed, it will be received by the 
friends of a national bank as a direct invitation to 
them to combine their energies, to enter the politi- 
cal arena again, and to lacerate the public mind 
for the next four years with their strife for the esta- 
blishment of snch an institution. The consequen- 
ces of this strife are easily foreseen. But I will 
not enter at present upon this subject, as it was my 
single object, in rising, to throw forward, in a word 
or two, my objections to this amendment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE then moved to lay the 
whole matter on the table. 

Mr. KING of Alabama asked for the yeas and 
nays; and the question being taken, was decided in 
the negative—yeas 20, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Kent, King of 
Georgia, Knight, McKean, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, and Webster—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Grundy, 
King of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr. RIVES said thatif the amendment of the 
Senator from Kentucky should be rejected, then 
he wou!d feel himself bound to vote against that 
of the Senator from New York, and for the reasons 
which had been so stated by the gentleman from 
Ohio. The terms of the amendment were objec- 
tionable, in his opinion, because they seemed to 
overlook a fundamental prineiple in the organic 
law of the Union. The relation which the States 
bore in our system, had been so strongly and ably 
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ditional word on the subject. Even ut the gentle- 
man from Kentucky were disposed to modify his 
amendment, so as to read, “that whenever a clear 
majority of the people and the States should mani- 
fest a desire for the establishment of a Bank of the 
United States, then a Bank of the United States 
shall be established,” then he should be opposed to 
it as an abstract proposition. We came not here 
to speculate upon what would be proper to do as 
to the fulure, but we came to and to 
adopt such measi res as might, in our-judgment, 
meet the existing exigencies of the country. We 
were responsible for our acts, and we must not do 
any thing of an equivecal character. And, he 
would say further, that this propos tion was notmerely 
abstractory, but was nugatory. ‘Tosay that when- 
ever a majority of the people of the States deem it 
expedient a bank of the United States ought to be 
established, was wholly needless, because tien, so 
far as the legislative department of the Government 
was concerned, it would be established. 

our Senatorial capacity, we had nothing to do with 
the collective opinions of the people of the United 
States. Every member was to look to his particu- 
lar constituents; he 
gate majority. 

He maintained that gentlemen on the other side 
were beund to meet the issue of a Bank of the 
United States. The memorials on the subject of a 
bank had been presented here, and we were bound 
to discharge our duty and answer them. He would 
say that it was proper that we should act wy 
them. It was incumbent upon us 
them. 

The honorable Senator from Kentucky had ar- 
sued that a Bank of the United States was the only 
remedy for the present distress which pervaded the 
community. That, he (Mr. Rives) believed, was not 
the opinion entertained by a majority of the Senate 
ner of the other branch of Congress, 
States, nor the people. Then how important it 
was, this being the state of things, that the sense oi 
the Legislature should be expressed in regard to 
every remedy proposed? We should have a deci- 
sion upon the Sub-Treasury scheme, in acting 
upon the bill reported from the Committee on Fi- 
nance; and also upon the State bank deposite, 
in acting upon the bill introduced by hunselt. 

Were we, he would asl, to act upon them, and 
not give any response as to the other remedy pro- 
posed, to wit: the establishment of a United States 
In his opinion, we should neglect our duty 
if we pursued this course. For one, he was pre- 
pared to give his verdict on it, and he presumed 
that there was not a Senator on that floor who was 
not so prepared. If the object of gentlemen was to 
make an appeal to the nation by discussions oa 
that floor, he would not unduly precipitate the dis- 
cussion. But he would repeat that he was for 
meeting the qrestion now. It was an issue in the 
cause upon which an answer ought to be returned. 
It was impossible, in the present state of the public 
mind, that the business of the community could 
proceed on any satisfactory footing ull the legis- 
lative authority had spoken on every branch of the 
subject. 

It was for these reasons that he should vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and then against that ol his friend trom 
New York, which would bring us to a naked vote 
on the resolution reported by the Committee on 
Finance, which presented the question of the esta- 
blishment of a national bank in the simplest and 
most unequivocal form. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his gratification asa 
North Carolinian, at the auspicious commence- 
ment of his Senatorial career by the Senator from 
Ohio who had just taken his seat (Mr. Allen.) 
He (Mr. A.) was born in the State of Nathaniel 
Macon, and delivered seniments worthy of the 
school of that great patriot, and delivered ina 
style to adorn his station. He had the elevaied and 
constitutional view of the subject, and shov n him- 
self to be the defender of the compremises eo: which 
this Union was founded, and without which it can- 
not be maintained. The first of these compromises 
is found in the structure of this Senate, and its par- 
ticipation in the legislative power. Here the States 
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and this is for the protection and preservation of 
the weaker States. Thus, no measure can become 
law, except by a double sanction—the sanction of 
the majority of numbers in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and the sarction of the majority of States 
on this floor. ‘The praposition of the Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Clay,) to declare that a national 
bank ougnt to be established when a majority of 
numbers is for it, (which majority, by-the-by, can- 
not be ascertained by petitions, but by votes,) goes 
to knock Off one leg from the Constitution, and one 
without which it cannot stand. It goes to the an- 
nihilation of the Senate, of the small States, and of 
the Constitution. 

Mr. LB. animadverted upon the extraordinary 
scene of the day—the Bank of the United States 
manm@uvring to avoid a judgment on this floor, and 
endeavoring to escape the condemnation she has 
brought upov herself. How does this question come 
before the Senate? Upon petitions for a national 
bink. Whence originated these petitions? From 
New York, where the blank forms were prepared, 
and despatched to all parts of the Union, witha 
letter of instructions, to employ agents to 
signatures, and forward 


active 


get 


filled up—and put into the hands of the city tax 
coliec'or to cojlect names, 
done in 
other 


This is the way it was 
St. Louis, and doubtless it was done so in 
places. Many of the petitions which had 
come here, he knew to be copies of the New York 
form, Wel), these petitions were referred to the 
Finance Committee; they report that the prayer 
of the petitioners ought not to be granted ; 
tha! report decides nothing unless it is confirmed 
by the vote of the 
Senate is now 


Senate, and that vote of the 
what we ask, and what the friends 
of the bank are manoeuvring toavoid. The bank 
is defeated by the people in this attempt to storm a 
new charter out 


of Congress. The people have 


even thus stimulated from New York, which 
have come in. The bank is sinking faster than 
ever. Since May last, she 
ing into the gulf of perdition. The paucity of 
the prove it; the vote of this day 
will prove it; and seeing this fate, her friends are 
playing out all their skill, exerting all their tactics, 
to extricate her from the doom of condemnation ! 
condemnation on this fleor, where a few years ago 
she had almost two to one. But she cannot escape; 
the mortifying doom is at hand. She will be con- 
demned; for these petitions are for her-—for the pre- 
sent miscalled Bank of the United States—though 
nominally for @ bank. The whole proceeding, 
in Congress and out of Congress, is in reference 
to her; and this is proved by every thing that is said 
or done. : 

Mr. B. concurred with the Senator from Virgi- 
nia, (Mr. Rives) that the Senate ought to reject al! 
amendments, and vete upon the report of the com- 
mittee alone—even the amendment which had been 
already adopted—that of the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Tallmadge.) He had _ voted for that 
amendment, and should still maintain it to be true; 
but the parliamentary course was to vote upon the 
report of the committee, because that, and that 
alone, was a response to the petitions, 

Mr. 
petition which he had presented had not been got 
up by the agency of the Pennsylvania Bank of the 
United States, but originated with the people them- 
selves. If he had had reason to 


has been plung- 


petitions 


believe that the 
petition had not, he, most certainly, would not 
have presented it. 

Mr. BENTON replied: said it was no doubt 
true that the Senator had not presented any memo- 
rials of the character which he |Mr. B.] had men- 
tioned. But he (Mr. B.] had himself presented 
one from St. Louis, which was copied from the 
New York petitions, and others of the same de- 
scription had a!so been presented here. 

Mr. WALKER said he should vote against the 
amendment, because he was desirous of meeting 
directly the main question presented in the resolu- 


tion of the Committee on Finance. He was 


not moved in her behalf; few are the petitions, 


are represented assovereign States, and each is equal; 


them to Congress in 
September. Such ready-made petitions came to 
St. Louis—were printed over again—the blanks 
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elected to his present station as the avowed op po- 
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nent of the creation by Congress of any Bank of 
the United States. Since that period he had seen 
no occasion to change his views on that subject. 
The creation of a national bank at this time, with 
a capital adequate to regulate all the State banks 
of the Union, would but increase the existing em- 
barrassments, by the new demand it would create 
for more funds and more specie, to put it in opera- 
tion. Mr. W. also believed that such a bank, 
with a capital and powers adequate for these pur- 
poses, would be dangerous to the liberties of the 
country. The issue of bank or no bank was made 
in the pending elections in Mississippi; and he 
(Mr. W.) both before his departure from the State, 
and since his arrival here, had been repeatedly 
threatened with legislative instructions to support 
such an institution. ‘To such menaces he had ever 
given but one answer; that if instructed by the Le- 
gislature to support the establishment by Congress 
of such an institution, he would most cheerfully 
resign his station in the Senate, that the State he 
represented might choose a Senator who could vote 
for the creation of a national bank. Deeply, most 
deeply, as he valued the honor of representing in 
this body the people of Mississippi, it was an honor 
not to be purchased by a sacrifice of principles 
which he believed inseparably connected with the 
liberties of the American people. Those princip!es 
he had fully avowed at the period of his election, 
and he could not desert or abandon them. 

The question recurrred on Mr. CLAY’S amend- 
ment, and being taken, was decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 16, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swift, and Webster—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Puchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Walk- 
er, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and Young 
—29. 

The question was taken on Mr. TALLMADGE’S 
amendment, by yeas and nays, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 3, nays 40. 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
as reported from the Committee of Finance, on 
which Mr. BUCHANAN had asked for the yeas 
an¢ nays, and the resolution was adopted—yeas 
31, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Linn, Lyon, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, 
White, Williams, Wright. and Young—3}]. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken- 
tueky, Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, Knight, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tipton, 
and Webster—15. 

Mr. BENTON rose to say a few wards by way 
of disclaimer to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Rives. Mr. B. perceived, in a speech of that Se- 
nator published in the Globe of last evening, that 
he understood him (Mr. B.) to have spoken of the 
ventieman as having a guide or leader on that side 
of the Senate. He (Mr. Benton) had risen to dis- 
claim entirely having had any allusion to him. 

Mr. RIVES replied, that it had been his misfor- 
tune not to have heard very distinctly the speech of 
ihe Senator from Missouri, but he had been in- 
formed that such an expression had been used by 
him. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill imposing certain duties on public offi- 
cers as depositories in certain cases. The question 
pending being on Mr. Calhoun’s amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Morris, made a slight verbal modification of his 
amendment. 

Mr. MORRIS offered the following amendment, 
which, together with that of Mr. Calhoun, as modi- 
fied, he moved to have printed and laid on the ta- 
ble, which motion was agreed to. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert the following: 


That no bank note of a less denomination than 
those authorized by existing laws to be paid ont }. 
the United States, nor of any bank that shal! Sine 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars, shall 
nereafter be received in payment to the Unite, 
States for lands, duties, taxes, or other dues, or ‘ 

. 0 
the Post Office Department for postage, fines, for. 
feitures, or on any other account; and the joint re. 
solution entitled “ a resolution relative to the More 
effectual collection of the public revenue, approved 
thirtieth of April, eighteen hundred and Sixteen 
shall be so suspended in its operations that bay\ 
notes shall cease to be receivable in payment »: 
aforesaid, as follows: trom and after the first day or 
January, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, ‘yo, 
more than three-fourths of any payment to }» 
made to the United States for lands, duties, taye. 
or other dues, shall be received in bank notes: fie, 
the first day of January, eighteen hundred ana 
thirty-nine, not more than one-half shall be so y-. 
ceived: from and after the first day of January 
eighteen hundred and forty, not more than one. 
fourth shall be so received; and from and after tho 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and forty. 
one, the aforesaid resolution shall be repea'ed, ayy 
all payments to the United States for lands, duties. 
exes, or other dues, and all payments to the Poy 
Office Department for postage, fines, forfeitures, 0; 
on any other account, shall be in gold and silver 
coin only, or in such notes, bil!s, or public securi- 
ties, issued under the authority of the United States. 
as shall be directed to be received by law: and from 
and after the first day of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, every officer or agent engaved 
in making payments or disbursements on account 
of the United States, or of the Post Office Depait- 
ment, shall make such payments or disbursements 
in gold and silver coin only, or in such notes, bills, 
or public securities, as shall be authorized by law 
to be so paid or disbursed; and every disbursine 
officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evade, elnde, or 
violate the provisions of this section, shall be dis. 
missed from the service, and shall also fopfeit al 
compensation which shall then be due such officer 
or agent: Provided, always, That no bank note shal! 
be received in pursuance of this or any other act of 
Congress, other than the notes of banks who dis- 
charge their liabilities and redeem their notes in 
specie on demand. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Senate went in’ 
the consideration of Executive business, and wh») 
the doors were opened, 

The Senate adjourned. 


House or RRPRESENTATIVES, 

September 27, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN : In the report, as contained in the 
Globe of this morning, of the debate in Committee 
of the Whole on the evening of the 25th instant, 
when the bill to postpone the pay ment of the fourth 
instalment of the surplus revenue to the States was 
under consideration, I observe that I am represev!- 
ed, in the remarks which I made on that occasion, 
as having ** avowed that I could not vote for the 
bill, without Mr. Pickens’s amendment.” My re- 
marks on that subject must have been misappre- 
hended by the reporter. No such avowzl was 1. 
tended to be made by me:. it would have been 
contrary to my sentiments. I did urge the adop- 
tion of Mr. Pickens’s amendment, (as stated in the 
first part of the report,) as calculated to make the 
bill more perfect and less objectionable, in my e~ 
mation, and because, without it, the act under 
consideration might, perhaps, be construed to ope- 
rate as a virtual repeal of the deposite law, so fat 
as it relates to the fourth instalment; bui I did no! 

avow any intention to vole against the bill, ev 
without that amendment. ‘Will you do me the [a- 

vor to correct this error ? 
1 am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Yours, &c. 
ISAAC H. BRONSON, 
Messrs. Bian & Rives. 





House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
September 27, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: My attention has been this moment 
drawn to a remark in the Globe of last evening, 
purporting to give the proceedings of the House on 
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SS 
yonday evening, in which I find the following 
= a ar ote resumed and continued his re- 

arks on the subject, with the addition of a lengthy 
moment in favor of a Bank of the United States.” 
* Passing over some evident misapprehensions of 
your reporter as to the purport of my remarks ge- 
erally, 1 wish to say that he is entirely and most 
ngularly mistaken in saying that I made a lengthy 
argument in favor of a United States Bank. I 
made no argument in favor of the United States 
Pank, nor of a United States Bank; but, on the con- 
wary, expressly disclaimed ever having been the 
particular friend of the United States Bank, and 
expressed my sincere doubts whether tne incorpo- 
ation of a new United States Bank, at this time, 
would relieve the present embarrassments of the 
community. Will you do me the justice to correct 
the mistake? 

Respectfully, yours, 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 

\fessrs. Bian and Rives. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, September 26, 1837. 

Petitions and memortals were presented by 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, having asked 
the leave of the House to submit a resolution call- 
ing for information frem one of the Dopartments— 

Mr. CHAMBERS rose and asked if there was 
a quorum present in the House. 

The CHAIR having counted, stated that there 
was no quorum in attendance. 

Mr. CHAMBERS then moved a call of the 
House, which was ordered. 

The rol! having been called through, it appeared 
that there were only 1)8 members present—no 

yorum 

The Clerk thea proceeded to call the absentees; 
when, 

Mr. HAMER moved that the further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with, stating it 
was very evident that there was a quorum present. 

Mr. DUNCAN hoped it would not be dispensed 
with, as he wished it to be seen, that those who had 
sat up nearly all night to legislate for the country, 
were as early on the ground, as those who went 
home at 6 o’clock in the evening. 

The further proceedings under the call were then 
dispensed with—ayes 79, noes not counted. 

Mr. EWING of Indiana asked leave to submit 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed, with as little delay as possible, to commu- 
nieate to this House the qnantity of lands sold, 
the proceeds thereof, and the amount of specie re- 
ceived in part of said proceeds, at the different 
land offices, during the past year, and embracing 
up to the last reported returns of the present ; and 
io designate with as precise a description as the 
reports of the land offices and depositories of pub- 
lic money may enable him, all the paper, of every 
kind and denomination, received in payment during 
sid period ; the dates when received ; whether the 
same or any ether part thereof was inthe shape of 

drafts, checks, notes, bills, or orders, by whom 
made, when and where payable, the amounts seve- 
rally, at what land office received, by whom paid 
into the office, and by whom endorsed, if there 
were any endorsers ; also, the names and places 
of the depositories thereof, or, if any, what other 
disposition has been made of said paper, or any 
portion, by order of the department 

Objection being made, Mr. EWING moved a 
Suspension of the rules for this purpose. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
the yeas and nays on this question, which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 97, nays 76. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was deter- 
mined in the negative, two-thirds not voting 
therefor. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Messrs. GOODE and ALLEN cf Ohio. 

Mr. MENIFEE of Kentucky. 

Mr. STANLY of North Carolina. 

Messrs. POTTER, TOLAND, and MATHIAS 
MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 


(Mr. M. Morris of Pennsylvania presented the 








petiuon of Samuel Runk, of Bucks county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for a pension for services render- 
ed during the Revolutionary war.]} 

Messrs. SLADE and FLETCHER of Vermont. 

Mr. HALEY of Connecticut. 

Messrs. CALHOUN, BRIGGS, ADAMS, and 
HASTINGS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. FARRINGTON of New Hampshire. 

Mr. BIDDLE gave notice that he should on to- 
morrow ask the leave of the House to submit a 
resolution en the subject of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in relation to the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress in specie, and the discriminations 
in the payment of public creditors. 

Mr. DUNN, cn leave, submitied the following 
resolution; which, by the general consent of the 
House, was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
furnis1 to this House a statement of the probable 
number of bonds that will be renewed or extended 
under the operation of the bill which has recently 
passed the Senate giving further time on duty bonds, 
should the same become a law; also, what fees or 
charges, if any, are required on the renewal or ex- 
tension of such bonds; and whether such fees or 
charges can with propriety be reduced. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana snbmitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which, by the rule, lies over one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to submit to this House, during the first week of 
December next, a plan for the protection of the 
western frontier of the United States against Indian 
aggression; designating the points to be permanently 
occupied by garrisons; the auxiliary stations for re- 
serves and deposites of munitions, arms, and other 
supplies; the routes to be established for the pur- 
pose of maintaining a safe and prompt intercourse 
between the several stations, and from these with 
the depots in the interior; and finally the minimum 
force which, in his opinion, will be required to 
maintain peace among the several tribes, and cause 
our border seti!ements to be respected. Also, io 
report, as far as the same can be ascertained, the 
number of Indians who will be in the occupancy of 
the country west and north of the States of Louisi- 
ana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and the number of 
warriors they may, collectively, be able to bring into 
he field. 

NATIONAL BANK. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on yesterday, it being 
the business next in order: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to charter a na- 
tional bank. 

Mr. REED of Massachusetts, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the House on the subject. 
He thought the resolution submitted by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
extraordinary; and the speech of that gentleman on 
yesterday as still more extraordinary. The resolu- 
tion was, that it was inexpedient to establish a 
national bank. If it had been that it 
dient to legislate on the subject of a national bank 
at the present session, it might have been reasona- 
ble, for every body knew that there was not 
time at this session to go fully into that ques- 
tion. But the gentleman from New York had re- 
ported a naked resolution of a committee, and then 
called upon the House to adopt it withont debate, 
excepting that the chairman himsclf took occasion 
to tell the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Cham- 
bers) that a dark cloud was hanging over the 
friends of a national bank. It appeared to him as 
astonishing that this question should be presented 
to the House inthis way. Was it intended by it to 
present opinions to the country in advance, before 
it was ascertained that a national bank might be 
desired by the people, and thus endeavor to forestall 
public opinion? it appeared to him that it was 
getting to be the custom of the times to present 
opinions in advance. Former Presidents*had con- 
sulted their cabinets in relation to great matters like 
this, and endeavored to ascertain the wishes of the 
people of the country in relation thereto; but 
in these days, the opinions of the President 
were thrown out in advanee; and he could 
not see the object of this, unless it was to 


was inexpe- 
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preclude discussion, and bring Congress to 
be a mere register of the edicts of the Presi- 
dent. He desired to offer an amendment, that it 
was inexpedient to legislate on the subject of a 
national bank at the present session of Congress, 
but he presnmed if he submitted it, that:t would 
be cutoff by the previous question. If we were 
to be called upon to vote on this question, we ought 
to have all the information and light on the sub- 
ject which could be obtained. It was not his in- 
tention to present argument /or or againsta national 
bank at present, but he protested.against taking 
opinions and recording votes of gentlemen im ad- 
vance, without argument, and without information. 
He therefore moved to postpone this resolution, 
until the first Monday in December next; when he 
should be able to meet the chairman oi the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on this subject, and he 
hoped the gentleman would then be able to sup- 
port it in a better manner than by saying merely 
that a dark cloud was hanging over the prospeets of 
the friends of a national bank. 

Mr. WISE then obtained 
way to 

Mr. SERGEANT, who addressed the House at 
considerable length in opposition to the adoption of 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. He stated that he had been prevented 
from attending the meeting of the Committee of 
Ways and Means when this resolution was belore 
them, in consequence of indisposition, which had 
also prevented him from taking any part in the im- 
portant debates which had been going on for some 
days. Efe never had, and unless new light should 
come to him, he never could, asa citizen of the 
United States, agree to this resolution; but he had 
no complaint to make in relation to the Chairman of 
the Commitiee of Ways and Means, or any one 
else, in relation to this resolution, because he had 
ample notice that the subject was to be brought up 
in committee. ven if he 


on the subject * this re 


the floor, but gave 


entertained doubts 
olntien, he should still 
hesitate as to the propriety of adopting it at ihis time. 
It was agreat measure, upon which he could see 
no reason why any man, and especially those who 
were to act here for the peopleot the United States 
for two years to come, should be called upon be- 
forehand to express a decided and conclusive 
opinion. In his humble judgment, the more prover 
course would be to allow every member of the body 
to reserve his opinion until the time comes for ac- 
tion; action will be preceded by deliberation and 
by discussion, and he would ask gentlemen—ex- 
cepting those who had constitutional scruples on 
the subject—whether they prepared now to 
sav, that if within the next two years tt should be- 
come manifest that nothing else than a bank would 
restore the prosperity of the country, whether they 
would during that period vote against a national 
bank? And he would further ask of gentlemen, 
if hereafier they can be satisfied that a bank can be 
employed by the Government,and that that bank was 
the only thing which would be efficient in restoring 
confidecce in th they prepared now 
to say they were opposed to it? This would be rash 
expression of opinion, and therefore he toolc it that 
the proposition suggested by the gentleman trou. 


ol 


were 


country, were 


Massachusetts was the most discreet ¢ He 
would ask what this Congress was called for? It 
was understood that it was intended to convoke 
the collected wisdom of the United States, for the 


purpose of administering, if they could, a remedy 
jor the existing distress. He had regarded that 
summons as an Mvitation to remain here but a 
short time, and the Commiitee of Ways and Means 
up to the present day, have continually informed 
us that there is but a short time for us here; and 
the general impression of members was that no- 
thing was to be decided on that would not be dis- 
posed of without a very protracted debate, but al- 
ready in the third week in the session, we have 
been sitting here till midnight, and this he did 
not consider a proper time to cousider and dis- 
cuss questions of such scope, bearing and conse- 
quence as the one which was now before this bocy. 
What was the state of affairs existing in the coun- 
try which has caused the convocation of Con 
gress? There were two kinds of interests which could 


not be disregarded, and itso happened that these 
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two united all portions of the country, and they 
could not be agitated without distarbing the inte- 
rests of every man, woman, and child in the 
United States. The fact was, that there was an 
awful winter before us, when thousands of those 
who depend on their daily labor for their daily 
bread are to feel the deplorable condition in which 
they are placed, by the agitation which has began 
with the two great interests—the planting and com- 
mercial interests of the country. Mr. S. then 
went into an examination of these two interests, 
pointing out the manner in which they bore upon 
all classes of society, and passing a eulogy upon 
the merehants of the country, and those connected 
with the mercantile interests. 

In relation to the Treasury notes which were 
propo ed to be issued, he took it that they would 
be something like the notes of the Tennessee banks 
were, some years ago, toa tavern keeper’s son Ir 
Kentucsy. A gentleman who was formerly in this 
i 
I 
} 


and was subsequently Secretary of War, 

old him a story in relation to the difficalty he 
if im passing ‘Tennessee money along the road. 
He had stopped ata tavern in Kentucky, and when 
he went to pay his bill, the boy who attended to it 
told what the bill would be in specie, and said he 
could tel] what it would be in the notes of the Com- 
mouwealth Bank of Kentucky, which were consi- 
derably below par; but he said that these Tennessee 
notes were neither one nor the other, and he could 
not tell what they would be worth, and what the 
bill would be in Now he imagined 
that this would be the way with the ‘Treasury notes 
if they were issued; no one could tell what they 
would be worth. 

Hie protested against taking a vote on the reso- 
lution at this time, because every kind of bank had 
not been tried; and because they had not, gentlemen 
oneht not to commit themselves against any kind 


} 

i 
9 
hal 


those notes. 


of bank which might be called a national bank. 
He contended that it was impossible to have a 
sound and uniferm currency from the State ustitu- 


tions, controlled by the different State Legislatures, 
without some great controling institution. With 
regard to the circulation and currency of the 
country, be thought the people ought to lead the Go- 
vernment and not the Government drive the people; 
and if the people desired to have paper for circula- 
lionand not specie, he thoughtit was not competent 
for the Government, according to the genius of our 
insiitutions, to tell them that they should not have 
it; and if the people chose to have banks, he thought 


it was not forthe Government of the United States 
to tell the people that they should not have them; 
and contended further that the Government 
should re that kind of currency which the 
peopie desired to have. If the people chose to 
have tobacco for a currency, as had been 
the case in early times, he would have the 


Government rece:ve of the people that which they 
hid. In China, they have a currency of bone 
metals, and if that was the case here, he thought it 


would be wrong for the Government to refuse to 
take ii; because it would be saying that it would 
nottake that which the people had to give. Mr. S. 
then read several extracts from a pamphiet pub- 
lished in China, on the subject of the trade of that 
country, in illustration of the state of affairs exist- 
ing at presentin this couatry,. 


Mr. WISE then moved to amend the resolution 
by adding this time” ‘And be it 
furiher resolved that it will be expedient to establish 
a national bank whenever there isa clear mani- 
festation of public sentiment in favor of such a 
measure.” 

Mr. BELL then laid on the table the following, 
to be submitted as an amendment, which, with the 
amendinent, was ordered to be printed: 


thereto “al 


‘‘ And that the adoption of the plan recommend- 
ed by the President for the collection and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue through the agency of 
Sub-Treasuries, by means of which the public mo- 
nevs would be under the unchecked contro! of offi- 
cers helding their places at the will of the Execu- 
tive, and often his mere creatures and dependants, 
or the establishment of a bank, or any fiscal sys- 
tem in the nature of a bank, founded upon the cre- 
dit and revenues of the Government, would be ihe 


| 
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consistent with the spirit of a free constitution, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the country.” 


Mr. POPE then laid on jhe table the following 
amendment. to be proposed whenever in order; 
which, on his motion, was ordered to be printed: 

** Strike out all after the word ‘ resolved,’ and in- 
sert ‘ That to aid the fiscal operations of the Go- 
vernment, the business and commerce of the coun- 
try, te restore public and private confidence, and to 
ensure to the nation a sound and uniform currency, 
it is necessary and proper to establish a Bank of the 
United States, with such capital as may be deemed 
sufficient, with such limitauions and restrictions in 
the charter as will ensure an equitable distribution 
of the stock among the States and citizens of the 
United States alone, prevent excessive issues of 
notes, exorbitant profits, all interference with the 
polities of the country, and reserving to Congress 
the power of preventing and correcting abuses of 
the charter.” 

The House, at this stage, on moiion of Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, passed to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to certain resolves for ell orders issued, and 
correspondence ‘with the several deposite banks, in 
reference to the transfer of the payment of the seve- 
ral instalments of deposite to the State Govern- 
ments, under the deposite act of June, 1836, which, 
on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The House then took up the joint resolution from 
the Senate pioposing an adjournment of Congress 
on Monday, the 9th of October. 

Mr. BELL designated it as of an extraordinary 
and unprecedented character, in the situation of 
the public business, when the Senate must have 
known that the House had not passed upon one 
single measure referred to it. Was it intended, he 
asked, that they should have long night sessions? 


| Was it intended they should act by voting instead 


of discussion? Was it intended as a rebuke upon 
the House that it was too slow? Were the Senate 
to be their masters, speaking thus indirectly? Why, 
there was nothing parliamentary about the resolu- 
tion but its form—nothing but the mere parliamen- 
tary courtesy—every thing else in it was an insult 
to the House, since the Senate could not but know 
that they (the House) had not acted on one of the 
important measures before them. 

Mr. B. well knew the interest felt there by ma- 
ny members for an early adjournment; but he 


| 


; 


trusted the great body of them wouid still, whatev- | 


er their private feelings or interests might be, 
would yield sufficiently to allow time for discussing 
the important measures introduced into the House. 
He therefore moved to fay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the gentle- 
man to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BELL refused. 

Mr. HAYNES asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered. 

Mr. REED thought it betier to refer the subject 
to a committee. 

Mr. MERCER asked leave to offer a resolution 
connected with the subject. 

The CHAIR remarked that it could not be sub- 
mitted till this question was decided. 

Mr. BELL, at the request of Mr. MERCER, with- 
drew his motion; and the latter gentleman caused 
his proposition toberead. Itwas, in substance, that 
the Clerk of the House furnish a statement of the 
daily cost of the session of the two Houses, exclu- 
sive of their contingent expenses, and the aggregate 
cost of mileage of members thereof. 

Objection being made from various parts of the 
hall, 

Mr. MERCER moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked for the yeas and nays. Both motions 
were rejected; not one-fifth voting for the call; and 
ihe latter without a division. 

Mr. BELL then resumed his motion to lay the 
subject on the table. 

Mr. HAYNES asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were yeas 94, nays 121. 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 





Mr. CAMBRELENG said that under the 
; , wn Im. 
pression that the House had no disposition io , 
cuss this proposition, he would call for the previon 
question. "= 

Mr. ADAMS requested the gentleman to With 
draw that motion, to enable him to subm. 
amendment. [Loud cries of ‘ No! no!”] 

The House divided, and the Chair announced 4 
as seconding the call for the previous cima 
when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, for the purpose, he 
of avoiding debate at that time, moved to Post One 
the further consideration of the resolution tii] Mon 
day next, and that it be made the specia! order f 
that day at 11 o’clock. Agreed to. " 

Mr. ADAMS laid on the table a proposition . 
amend the resolution, by striking out Mon 
9th of October, and inserting the first Mo 
April next. [Great laughter. } 

Mr. MERCER gave notice of his intention. = 
a proper time, to submit his amendment. ‘ap 

Mr. ROBERTSON laid on the table a projet, jr 
the form of a substitute, for several of the bill 
before the House, which was in the following 
words : 7 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, That until the first day , 
January, 1839, one moiety of all the public dues of 
the United States, of every description, may be 
paid in the notes of any bank or banks whose noies 
are receivable in the public dues of the State o; 
Territory wherein the same shall be paid: Provides 
the current depreciation of such notes, when ani 
where paid, shall not be more than five per cent, 
below the legal currency of the United States, or |: 
more, that the excess of such depreciation shall be 
made good to the United States by the person of 
persons paying the same: .4nd provided, that no 
notes shall be received, the current depreciation 
whereof as aforesaid exceeds ten per cent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the 
said first day of January, 1839, the other moiety of 
all public dues, and from and after that date, aii 
public dues, of every description, shall be paid, ua- 
less otherwise directed by law, in gold or silver, or 
in the notes of banks which shall not issue or circu. 
late notes or bills of a less denomination than fiye 
dollars, and for whose notes gold and silver are 
payable, and paid on demand; and not otherwise: 
Provided, however, that this act shall not be con- 
strued to prevent the receipts of any kind of land 
scrip or Treasnry certificates now authorized by 
law to be received for public lands: And provided, 
also, that it shall not be lawful for the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make any discrimination in the 
funds receivable between the different branches 0! 
the public revenue, except as is provided in this 
section, nor to make any discrimination in the 
funds payable to different public creditors, other- 
wise than shall be by law specially authorized. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all re- 
ceivers of public money, and postmasters, be, ani 
they are hereby, required to keep safely, without 
lending or using, all the public money collected by 
them, or otherwise at any time placed in their po» 
session, till the same by law can be convenient! 
deposited, or shall be otherwise transferred, paid oul, 
or disposed of according to law. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and others having public 
moneys to pay over, and all patentees or public 
debtors wishing to make payment to the Unite: 
States, make the same to the Treasurer in this cily, 
or to the Mint and its branches, when near or col: 
venient; and, when not, may deposite the same 
with such collector, receiver, or other depository, 
as may be most conveniently situated, and as may 
be selected for that purpose by the Socretary of the 
Treasury, or appointed by law for the reception 0! 
safe keeping thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all public 
moneys in the possession of any collector or re 
ceiver shall, without delay, be specially deposited 
as hereinafter directed : Provided, There be conve- 
nient depositories provided by law for the receptio 
thereof; and where there are no such depositories, the 
same shall either be drawn out for payments, or be 
transferred to the next most convenient de posilory 
so provided, for safe keeping, under the directo! 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, or as may be by 
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law directed, and in the meantime, bonds, new 
and suitable in their terms, shall in all cases, at as 
carly a day as possible after the passage of this 
act, be required of all collectors, receivers and de- 
positories, in such sums and form as may be 
ineged reasonable and secure by the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, for the performance of all the duties 
pequired, or to be required, by law. ; 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers, respectively, may be allowed any necessa- 

-y additional expenses dor clerks, fire-proof chests 
or vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe- 
keeping, transferring, and disbursing said moneys; 
ail such expenses, of every character, to be firstex- 
pressly authorized by the Secretary of the ‘Treasu- 
ry, whose directions upon all the above subjects, by 
way of regulation and otherwise, are to be strictly 
followed by all the said officers, where not other- 
wise provided by law. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
‘ary of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
‘horized 19 cause examinations to be made of the 
books, accounts, and money on hand, of the seve- 
ral officers charged by this act with the safe-lreep- 
ing, ransfer, or other disposition of the public mo- 
neys;and for that purpose to appoint special agents, 
as occasion may require, with such reasonable 
compensation as he may allow, or as may be al- 
lowed by law; which sais examinations, in all cases, 
ij there be any such, where the sum on hand usu- 
ally exceeds one fourth of the amouni of the offi- 
cer’s bond, shall not be made less frequently than 
once in each year, and as much more frequently, 
ig those and all other cases, as the Secretary, in 
his diseretion, shall direct, or as may be by lawre- 
quired. The agents selected to make these exami- 
nations shall be instructed to examine as well the 
hooks, accounts, and returns of the officer, as the 
money on hand, and the manner of its being kept, 
tothe end that uniformif¥ and acctiracy in the ac- 
counts, as wellas safety to the public moneys, 
may be secured thereby. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, as a further guard over the 
public moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval 
office: and surveyor, as a check upon the collector 
of the customs of their respective districts; of each 
register of a land office, as a check upon the re- 
ceiver of his land office; and of the director and 
superintendent ef each mint and branch mint, as 
a check upon the treasurers, respectively, of the 
sad mints, at the close of each quarter of the year, 
and as much more frequently as they shall be di- 
rected to do so by the Secretary of the Treasury or 
the law of the Jand, to examine the hooks, ac- 
counts, returns, and money on hand, of the collec- 
tors, receivers, and treasurers, an? to make a tull, 
accurate, and faithful return, on oath, to the 
Treasury Department, of their condition. 

Src. 9. .2nd be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall, with as much expedi- 
tion and convenience asthe public business and the 
safety of the public funds will permit, withdraw 
the balances remaining with the late and present 
depositories of the public moneys, except such de- 
posites as may have been made in the treasuries of 
the respective States, and confine the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of those moneys to the 
depositories established by this act. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
payment of the expenses authorized by this act, 
the sum of $ be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
cers charged by this act with the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the publie money, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
each sum received, and of the kind of money in 
which it is received, and of each payment or trans- 
fer, and of the kind of currency in which they are 
made; and that if any one of the said officers shall 

convert to his own use, in any way whatsoever, 
or shall use by way of investment in any kind of 
property or merchandise, or shall lend, with or 
without interest, any portion of the public moneys 
entrusted to him for safe-keeping, disbursement, 


\ransfer, or for any other. purpose, every such act 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


shall be deemed and adjudged to be an embezzle- 
ment of so mucli of the said moneys as shall be 
thus taken, converted, invested, used. or lent, 
which is hereby declared to be a high misdemeanor; 
and any officer or person convicted thereof before 
any court of the United States of competent juris- 
diction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for a 
term of not less than two, nor more than five years, 
and toa fine equal to the amount of the money em- 
bezzled. 

Sec. 12. 4nd be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where it is made the duty of the Secretary by 
this act to transfer the public money, or any part 
thereof, in the hands of public collectors or re- 
ceivers, to other depositories; and in all other cases 
where it is necessary or expedient to provide for 
the safe-keeping of the public money, he shall 
cause the same to be specially depesited in one or 
more of the State banks most conveniently situated, 
which may agree, for reasonable compensation, to 
receive the same on special deposite, and not asa 
fund for discounts; to deliver or pay out the same 
whea legally required by the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the law of the land so to do; to keep 
an account of the funds deposited, their nature and 
amount, and to furnish such periodical statements 
thereof as may be required; Provided, it shali be 
the duty of the Secretary, in making the selection 
of a bank or banks, in all cases to give the pre- 
ference to those which may be the depositories of 
the public money of the respective States or Terri- 
ories in which they are situated. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. HAYNES in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill to 
POSTPONE THE FOURTI¥E INSTALMENT WITH THE 

STATES. 

The question pending was on the amendment of 
Mr. PICKENS to strike from the bill the indefinite 
clause “till further provision by law,” and inser- 
“the first day of January, 1839,” with the amend- 
ment of Mr. ADAMS, as given in last night’s prot 
ceedings. 

Mr. MERCER spoke against the bill, and enter- 
ed at large into a review of, and strictures upon, the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. RENCHER had been struck with the sin- 
gular course some gentleman had taken in their op- 
position to this bill. ‘They had deprecated the de- 
posite bill. Butif it had not been for the deposite 
law, where would the whole amount of surplus re- 
venue have been at this time. That law had di- 
vested Government of its dangerous patronage, 
and had enabled Siates to 
around them. 
the country required the passage of the present bil’, 
we had a right todo it. But he must be satisfied 


' . 
the scatter bies 


Ines 


that it was absolutely necessary for the welfare of 


the country, before he would vote for it. But why 
did they wish to raise a greater sum than the Se- 
cretary required? They were about to place at the 
disposal of the Secretary double the amount he 
asked. If they postponed the deposites to 1! 
States at all, it would be done fer ever. It ap- 
peared that the whole expenditure for the present 
year amonnted to forty-eight millions, five of which 
were said to be unavailable. Thus the whole ex- 
penditure of this year exceeded the expenditure of 
the whole term of the administration of the hono- 
rable gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) 
wh) was driven from office by the ery of extrava- 
gance. if this bill did not pass, he would vote 
fer the Secretary to have power to issue Treasury 
notes. ; 

Some gentlemen had opposed the bill on the 
ground that it would create a national debt; bat 
whether the bill passed or not, a national debt 
would be created. We were called upon to defer 
the paymert of merchants’ bonds Those bonds 
would thus be thrown on the revenue ef next year; 
by which time it was to be hoped that commerce 
would revive and resuscitate its exhausted ener- 
gies, so as to replenish the Treasury, and enable 
the Secretary, by the increase of revenue, to absorb 
the Treasury notes. In two years, at least, the 
administration would be enabled to redeem those 
notes, and then we should have no national debt. 
If the bill did not pass, it was to be hoped that the 


12 


In his opinion, if the emergency of 


79 


Secretary would be able to make available a great 
portion of the funds which were now said to be 
unavailable. He was sure that none of the States 
would refuse to take the notes of their own State 
banks. He could not vete for the bill, because he 
believed the State banks would be better able to 
make arrangements with the States than with the 
General Government; but the issue of Treasury 
nates would assist the States, and cause a greater 





influx of wealth into the Treasury by increasing 


the revenue, from which means the Secretary 
would be enabled to redeem them. If the money 
was not distributed among the States, it was very 
certain that it would be disposed of by the same 


‘xtfavagant and prodigal 


iore, 


expenditures as hereio- 
It would he expended in the 
splendid light-houses, to enable ve avoid 
rocks which the pilots themselves could scarcely se 
in the daytime. It would be wasted in appropriation 
for splendid public edifices of no use whatever, on 
for expeditions to the polar circles for the 
ment of science. 
tion, at the 
more than had been already appropriated, for the 
purpose of making scientific researches, and ascer- 
taining the different’ degrees of latitude and longi- 
tude in the southern hemisphere, while the pe 
were suffering from the greatest distress at bone. 
He could not vote for the bill, because he believed 
it uncalled for by the present condition of the 
country, and if adopted would not answer the pur- 
poses for which it was designed. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR defended the bill, on the ground 
that it was called for by the exigencies of the Go- 
vernment, and answered 
azainst it. 

Mr. BOND opposed it on the ground that the 
States would suffer immense losses from the disap- 
pointment of their just expectations, in bei 


erection of 


sels to 


advance- 
Yes for an Exploring Exped:- 


enormous expense of two roill 


Tie? 
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the objections urved 


r de- 


prived of that to which they were justly entitled, 
and which they had every reason to expect. And that 
although the Secretary might not be able to 

specie from the deposite banks, the States would not 
object to receive the notes of their own banks i 


payment of their respective shares. He contended 
that the people were being experimented on in the 
same way that philosophers experimented on dogs 
and rabbits, although they frequently 
such experiments. 

Mr. BOND continued his remarks. He was in 
favor of a well regulated national bank for the 
purpose of regulating the currency. He thought 
such an institution might be framed, from the ex- 
perience of the last fifty years, so as to be | 
cial to the country. He considered the object of 
the present Congress was the benefit of the peop! 


died under 


be ile 


but, in his opinion, the bill before them would af- 
ford no manner of relief. 

[At the close of the gentleman’s remarirs, a cry 
of “Question” arose in various partsof the House. | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, that if they would 
promise the question should be taken that nieht, he 
did not mind how late they remained; but if other- 
wise, he hoped gentlemen would have some con- 
sideration for the health of 
depri ed of their rest last nicht 

Mr. WISE wished an opportunity to give his 
reasons for voting against the bill, but if genuiemen 
would pledge themselves he should be heard t 
morrow, he would defer his remarks till then; | 
he was rather fearful that he could not rely upon 
pledges. On many he had received a 
pledge, but when the time arrived, the previous, 
question popped up like the keys of « piano forte. 

Mr. EWING spoke at considerab!e length a- 
gainst the bill. He adverted to the Specie circu- 
lar, and said that, had he been permitted to oller 
his resolution that morning, he would have shown 
that ihe Specie circular had been made for the peo- 
ple. but was not binding on the favorites of Go- 
vernment. He wished the Government might be 
taught a little experience from its recent measures, 
and if it did net learn experience, he was willing 
to afford it sympathy. 

But the course ef Government made it obvious 
that it was determined to take care of itself, and to 
let the people alone. For his part, he was willing 
to vote for any measure which would be beneficial 
to the whole; but he felt prohibited from voting for 
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any partial measure of relief. Much had been said 
about the deposite banks having disgraced them- 
selves,as being unable to pay. But there was no 
disgrace attached to them; they were as well able to 
pay now, as before they suspended specie payments. 
No, they had not disgraced themselves; it was the 
Secretary himself who had brought disgrace and 
dishonor upon them. There had been much talk 
about western paper, but he would tell them that so 
far as Indiana was concerned, for every two dollars 
of paper issued, she had one dollar in specie. She 
was ready to pay her debts at any time when the 
Government thought fit to pay her, and she asked 
for none of the proposed measures of relief, but 
was ready to pay hershare. Me was willing to 
vote for the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, but he would vote for no par- 
tial measures of relief. Why did not the House 
permit him to introduce his resolution, calling for 
turns from the land offices?) He would then show 
inem that there was one law forthe people, and 
ther for the favored few who enjoved the pa- 
tr sage of Government. Asan instance, he would 
mention a case where an order had been issued from 
the War Department to an officer, but that order 
was accompanied with a private letter, informing 
him that he might disobey the order if he tuought 
proper. It was this state of things which he wished 
toexpose. Again, 1 had been said that a portion 
of the money due tothe Treasury was unavaila- 
ble; but they might depend upon it, that although 
they did not choose to make it available to the peo- 
ple, they would speedily find meaus to make it 
available to themselves. They had the power to 
make it available or unavailable, just as they 
pleased. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to give his views on the 
bill, but was willing to defer his remarks until to- 
morrow, provided the Chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means would pledge hinself that the 
previous question shoald not be taken until late in 
the day. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he believed there was 
an understanding that the question or the passage 
of the bill would not be taken until late in the day. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Apams, to thatof Mr. Pickens, 
Viz: 

‘And all the balances of public moneys due 
from ail the deposite banks are hereby appropriated 
to the said payment, and no part of them shall be 
applied to any other payment whatever; and if the 
portion of the said balances due by the said depo- 
site hanks cannot be recovered in time to enable 
the Treasury to pay the whole of the said d posite 
wit the States, hereby made payable on the first 
of January, 1839, then the instalment of debt from 
the late Bank of wie United States for the stock in 

utinstitution held by the United States, payable 
in Oetuber, 1838, is hereby appropriated to make up 
of the sums recovered from the 
deposite banks, 10 complete the said payment of the 
instalment of the deposite with the Siates. 

aid suins, so appropriated, should still 

b ient to complete the said payment, the 

faith of tre United Siates is hereby pledged that 

provision shall be made by Congress to complete 
the same.” 

Ayes 89—noes 104. So the amendment to the 
was rejected. 
was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Pickens, viz: to strike out * until further 
provision by law,” and insert “ the first of Janu- 
ary next”—ayves 65, noes not counted. 

So the it Was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill 
by striking out the whole of it, after the enacting 
| inserting the following: 


any rusufherency 


pourth 


beiat 


amenauthel 


i estion 


amendmet 


ciause, and 

“ "Phat if the funds set apart to be deposited with 
the States, in virtue of the act of June 23, 1836, 
shall prove unavailable or insuflicient to any extent 
to meet the provisions of that act, in such case the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed to sell, and transfer to the purchaser or 
purchasers, the bonds of the United States Bank of 
Pennsylvania, or evidences of the debt which the 
said bank has contracted to pay the United States, 
for and in consideration of the stock which the Uni- 
ted States owned in the late Bank of the United 

. 


States, and apply the proceeds of such sale or sales 
to make up the deficiency; provided, that the said 
bonds or evidences of debt shall not be sold for less 
than their par value; aud provided, also, that the 
bonds and eviderces of the debt aforesaid, for the 
first instalment thereof, shall not be disposed of un- 
der this act.” 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 81, noes 107. 

After the rejection of other amendments offered 
by Messrs. Mason and Martin, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House without amendment. 

The SPEAKER presented a Message from the 
President, forwarding to the House, in compliance 
with a resolution of the 13th inst. a Report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relative to the diploma- 
tic correspondence between the United States and 
Great Britain, on the subject of the northeastern 
boundary. Also, copies of diplematic correspon 1- 
ence between the United States and Brazil. 

They were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
prir ted. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Wepnsspay, September 27, 1837. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a petition, praying the 
revival of the pre-emption law; 

Also a memorial from a committee, appointed 
by a meeting of the citizens of Marion county, 
Indiana, complaining of the tardy operations on 
the Cumberland road, and praying the assistance 
of a superintendent of the road within that S ate; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. M’KEAN presented a memorial from Aaron 


~ 


| S. Haines, Thomas Johnson, and one hundred 
| and twelve others, remonstrating against the annex- 


ation of Texas; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented nine memorials from 
different counties in Verment, signed by women, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
Laura R. Marsh, daughter of the late Elisha 
Phelps, of the revolutionary army, for a pension; 
which was laid on the table. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Preston, that 
the Committee on the Library be instructed to in- 
structed to inquire whether the purchase of Mr. 
Madison’s books, authorized by an appropriation of 
the last session of Congress, has been made, and if 
so, that the said committee inquire into and report 


a plan for the publication of the sz=me, was taken 


up and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petitions of 
Lieutenants Lang and Rideway, which were pre- 
sented by him some days since, and laid on the ta- 
ble, were taken up, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Senate resumed the consideratioa of the bill 
imposing certain duties on public officers as depo- 
sitories in certain cases—the question pending 
being on Mr. Cannoun’s amendment. 

Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate at some 
length in favor of the Sub-Treasury system, as a 
measure the best calculated to relieve the present 
distressed state of the country. 

At the suggestion of Mr. HUBBARD, a verbal 
modification was made in the amendment of Mr. 
CaLHOUN. 

Mr. MORRIS stated that his objection to the 
amendment of the Senator (Mr. Calhoun) was, 
that it permitted the reception of bank notes of 
any description by the Government. He remarked 
that he was opposed, in toto, to that. He had 
heretofore expressed his opinion that the Govern- 
ment had no right to discharge or receive their 
dues in any thing but gold and silver. His object, 
then, in offering the amendment he did Jast evening, 
was to obtain a repeal of the law to which he ob- 
jected, as soon as could conveniently be done. If 
the Senator should not think proper to modify his 
amendment, so as to meet his (Mr. M’s) views in 
this respect, he would ask at the proper time, to 
strike out the amendment of the Senator from 
South Carolina. 


Mr. CALHOUN replied that he had no obj 
tion to provide that no notes under fiye dolla, ; 
shall be received. " 

Mr. C. then made a slight modificatio 
amendment. 

Mr. BENTON rose and said that an 
had been urged against the Sub-Treasury syste 
on the ground that drafts on the Government mig 
be circulated as a currency like gold and Silver 
He would therefore offer an amendment to thet 
the objection. 

The following was then sent to the Secretary: 
desk, and after being read, was laid on the table. ; 

“find be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to Prescribe 
regulations to enforce the speedy presentation o¢ 
all Goverrment drafis, for payment, at the nlace 
where payable; and in case of unreasonable delay 
in such presentation, payment of the draft so de. 
layed may be made at any other place within the 
limits of the United States.” 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested whether it would not 
be better that the Senate should now adjourn, jp 
order that Senators might give to the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Morris) some liti\e 
reflection. Besides, this body was far advanced in 
the business before them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that an adjournmen: 
would not now take place. It was too early ap 
hour, and we should proceed as fast as possible 
with the business we had to transact. 

Mr. CALHOUN disapproved of the time for the 
adjournment of Congress being fixed at so early a 
day. An early decision on the matters before Con. 
gress was important, but still it was necessary that 
discussion should be had on them. 

He said he was willing to remain here til] De 
cember or January next, rather than leave this im. 
portant question unsettled. He would vote for an 
adjournment for the reasons which he had stated, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then rose and delivered his 
views at length in opposition to the bill. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


n of his 


Objection 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, September 27, 1837. 


The Hon. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, a member 
elect from the State of Tennessee, appeared, quali- 
fied, and took his seat. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 

Messrs. GRENNELL, ADAMS, and CAL- 
HOUN, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont. 

Mr. MARVIN of New York. 

Mr. BIDDLE asked the leave of the House to 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the subject of payments in specie, be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instractions to inquire and report how far the 
discretionary power, now exercised by the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, may, without prejudice to 
the public service, be subjected to legislative regu- 
lation. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BIDDLE then moved a suspension of the 
rules, and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, with permission of 
the House, he would make a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Pennsy]vania. 

Mr. MERCER rose and objected. 

"Mr. CAMBRELENG. All I wanted to say 
was that the subject has. been already reported 
upon by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HAMER wished to ask of the Chair when 
resolutions would be in order. 

The CHAIR replied that the rules of the House 
presented the order of business. After the preset- 
tation of petitions and reports from commiltees, 
then resolutions would be in order. 

Mr. SMITH rose to make a remark— 

The CHAIR. Itis not in order to entertain @ 
disscussion on a motion io suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH rose toa question of order. This 
was a subject that had already been reported on, 
as we had been informed by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and this being the 
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